
UK Covid-19 Inquiry August 2026 newsletter 

In this issue 

● Module 5: Procurement - a look back at the publication of the Inquiry’s fifth report
● Coming up - the publication dates for the Module 6 and Module 7 reports
● In case you missed it - catch up on the Module 5 report in a format that suits you

Message from Ben Connah, Secretary to the Inquiry 

Welcome to the August 2026 newsletter. 

The Inquiry is looking ahead to two further report publications 
this autumn. Care Sector (Module 6) will be published on 
Tuesday 20 October, followed by Test, Trace and Isolate 
(Module 7) on Thursday 19 November. You can find out more 
about both reports below. 

The Inquiry’s Chair, Baroness (Heather) Hallett, published her 
report on Module 5: Procurement on 14 July. In this, the Chair 

set out her findings and recommendations following the Inquiry’s investigation into how the 
UK procured and distributed key healthcare equipment and supplies during the pandemic. 

The Prime Minister, who was then Sir Keir Starmer, issued a statement to Parliament on the 
day, noting the publication of the Module 5 report. Sir Keir said the Government would 
consider the report’s findings and recommendations and respond in due course. The 
Inquiry’s Chair, Baroness Heather Hallett, expects the UK government and the devolved 
governments to respond formally to her recommendations within 6 months of the report’s 
publication. We will continue to monitor the responses of the UK and devolved governments 
to Inquiry recommendations throughout the Inquiry’s lifetime. These will be published on the 
Inquiry's recommendation monitoring page.  

The Inquiry’s Module 5 report publication event received live coverage across national 
television and radio, featuring interviews with Core Participant groups affected by the 
pandemic. This included BBC News, Sky News, and ITV News, as well as various 
newspapers and digital news platforms who reported on the Chair’s findings. 
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https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/care-sector-module-6/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/test-trace-and-isolate-module-7/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/test-trace-and-isolate-module-7/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/documents/module-5-full-report/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2026-07-14/debates/26071462000027/UKCovid-19InquiryModule5Report
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/inquiry-recommendations/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/czrxrlydyzzo
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-inquiry-latest-new-report-to-focus-on-ability-to-source-ppe-and-ventilators-13561968
https://www.itv.com/news/2026-07-14/billions-of-taxpayers-money-wasted-on-ppe-failures-covid-inquiry-finds


 

 
Above: publication dates and the scope of the Module 6 and Module 7 reports. 
 
The Inquiry will publish its sixth report, Care Sector (Module 6), on Tuesday 20 October 2026 
and its seventh report, Test, Trace and Isolate (Module 7), on Thursday 19 November 2026. 
 
Both reports will be available on the Inquiry website at 12pm on their respective publication 
dates. The Inquiry will also publish an ‘In-Brief’ summary with alternative formats on 
publication day. Baroness Hallett will present her recommendations in a video statement on 
the Inquiry’s YouTube channel soon after each publication. 
 
Care Sector (Module 6) has considered and will make recommendations on the impact of 
the pandemic on the publicly and privately funded adult social care sector in England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. It has also considered the consequences of 
government decision-making – including restrictions imposed – on those living and working 
within the care sector, as well as decisions concerning capacity in hospitals and residents in 
adult care and residential homes.  
 
The public hearings for Module 6 took place from 30 June to 31 July 2025. In total, 57 
witnesses gave oral evidence during Module 6 public hearings. You can find a 
comprehensive record of all Module 6’s public hearing video recordings on the Inquiry’s 
website. 
 
Test, Trace and Isolate (Module 7) has considered and will make recommendations on the 
approach to testing, tracing and isolation adopted during the pandemic. Module 7 has also 
considered the policies and strategies developed and deployed to support the test, trace and 
isolate system by the UK Government and the devolved governments. 
 

UK
Covid-19
Inquiry

Test, Trace and Isolate
(Module 7)

Tuesday 19 November 2026

This report will examine:

* The impact of the pandemic on
people's experience of the adult
social Care Sector.

* The consequences of government
decision-making on those living and
working within the care sector.

e The steps taken in adult care and
residential homes to prevent the
spread of Covid-19.

This report will examine:

The UK's approach to testing, tracing
and isolation during the pandemic.

* The policies and strategies developed
and deployed to support the test,
trace and isolate systems by the UK
Government and the devolved
governments.

* The enforcement of testing, tracing
and isolation procedures and factors
influencing compliance.

https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/care-sector-module-6/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/test-trace-and-isolate-module-7/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/reports/
https://www.youtube.com/@UKCovid-19Inquiry
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/care-sector-module-6/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/hearings/care-sector-module-6-public-hearings/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/modules/test-trace-and-isolate-module-7/


 
The public hearings for Module 7 ran from 12 May to 30 May 2025. In total, 39 witnesses 
gave oral evidence during Module 7 public hearings. You can find a comprehensive record of 
all Module 7’s public hearing video recordings on the Inquiry’s website. 
 
The publication of these reports follow the Chair’s consideration of all the evidence gathered 
during the Inquiry’s investigations. This includes the Every Story Matters records: ‘Adult 
Social Care Sector’ (Module 6) and ‘Test, Trace and Isolate’ (Module 7). These records were 
compiled from the stories shared with the Inquiry during the listening exercise. Both records 
and ‘In Brief’ summaries of the records are available to read on the Inquiry’s website. 
 
You can find further information about the Module 6 and Module 7 reports publication on the 
Inquiry’s website. 
 
The reports for the remaining three modules, Modules 8, 9 and 10, are scheduled to be 
published in the first half of 2027. 
 
How you can catch up on the Module 5 report’s findings and recommendations 
 

 
Above: video recording of the Chair’s Module 5 statement. 
 
If you missed Baroness Hallett’s statement on the findings and recommendations set out in 
the report on Module 5: Procurement, it is available to watch on the Inquiry’s YouTube 
channel. Her statement is also available to read on the Inquiry website. You can find out 
more about the Module 5 report’s findings and recommendations on the Inquiry’s Module 5 
news story. 
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https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/hearings/test-trace-and-isolate-module-7-public-hearings/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/documents/every-story-matters-adult-social-care-sector-full-record/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/documents/every-story-matters-adult-social-care-sector-full-record/
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https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/news/inquiry-announces-autumn-report-publication-dates-for-care-sector-module-6-and-test-trace-and-isolate-module-7/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AbEQbGAwFIs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AbEQbGAwFIs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AbEQbGAwFIs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AbEQbGAwFIs
https://www.covid19.public-inquiry.uk/chair-statements/module-5-report-chairs-statement/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/news/failures-and-systemic-flaws-left-frontline-workers-without-adequate-ppe-and-wasted-billions-inquiry-finds/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/news/failures-and-systemic-flaws-left-frontline-workers-without-adequate-ppe-and-wasted-billions-inquiry-finds/


 
The report on Module 5: Procurement is available to read on the Inquiry website. The Inquiry 
also publishes its reports in a variety of formats to ensure its work is accessible to as many 
people as possible. The Module 5 report is available as: 
 

description 
An ‘In Brief’ short summary document. 

menu_book 
An Easy Read version of the ‘In Brief’ which uses plain language and images to 
explain the Inquiry’s findings and recommendations. 

sign_language 
British Sign Language (BSL) video of the ‘In Brief’ summary. 

volume_up 
A spoken audio version of the ‘In Brief’ summary. 

movie 
A short animated video summary. 

 
A Welsh translated ‘In Brief’ short summary. 

 
Module 5 is the fifth report the Inquiry has published. All published Inquiry module reports 
and their alternative formats can be found on the Inquiry’s report page. As well as Module 5: 
Procurement, the Inquiry has also published: 
 

●​ Module 1: Resilience and preparedness 
●​ Modules 2, 2A, 2B and 2C: Core UK decision-making and political governance 
●​ Module 3: Impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the healthcare systems of the UK 
●​ Module 4: Vaccines and Therapeutics 

 
The Chair has laid out comprehensive recommendations as part of these reports and 
expects all four governments in the UK to consider and act upon recommendations in full, to 
ensure the UK is better prepared for any future pandemic, to protect the lives of its people 
and to avoid some of the huge cost of the UK’s response. During its lifetime, the Inquiry will 
continue to monitor the responses to these recommendations.  
 
The pandemic itself has left a huge human and financial impact on the UK. From 30 January 
2020 to 28 June 2022, more than 200,000 people died from Covid in the UK and hundreds 
of thousands more faced loss, isolation or harm. It also cost the UK over £375 billion. The 
families who lost loved ones, the key workers who risked their lives and the general public 
who made enormous sacrifices deserve to see meaningful change.  
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https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/documents/module-5-full-report/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/09090907/2026-07-08-M5-in-brief-English.pdf
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/14121551/2026-07-14-V3-covid-inquiry-Module-5-in-brief-EASY-READ-%5EN1-2-1.pdf
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/14121551/2026-07-14-V3-covid-inquiry-Module-5-in-brief-EASY-READ-%5EN1-2-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LsDmV7HZYM0
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/13152228/M5-In-Brief-audio.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-94gB2ISHB0
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/09091121/2026-07-08-M5-in-brief-Welsh.pdf
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/reports/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/documents/module-1-full-report/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/documents/module-2-full-report
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/documents/module-3-full-report/
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/documents/module-4-full-report/


 
Information on how the Inquiry monitors the implementation of recommendations and 
responses received so far, are available on the Inquiry’s recommendation monitoring page. 
 
[ENDS] 
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