*Only to be asked of LAs highlighted red

another way that children

Could there be an

Local REACT Why do you think What, specifically, What do you think Why do you What,
Authority attendance is are you doing to DfE could do to help think social specifically,
particularly low here? improve you to improve worker contact are you doing
What are the attendance of attendance of for vulnerable to increase
barriers? vulnerable vulnerable CYP from children in the cOntS T With &
children and September? past 4 weeks is :
young people in so low here? social worker
your area this What are the for vulnerable
term? barriers?* children this
half term?*
There is a large BAME Lambeth are drafting The DfE needs to think
community in Lambeth, a letter to all parents about the language used
alongside a lot of in the borough, to when communicating to
deprivation and poverty, | dispel myths about parents to encourage
which is higher than COVID19 and children to go to school,
most other LAs in encourage attendance | the language needs to
London. The BAME to schools. Social emphasise that all
community in Lambeth workers are working children are required to
are reluctant to send with families of (CIN, go to school rather than
their children to school LAC) and calling just the children of key
due to anxieties around every day to workers and VC.
contracting the virus. encourage
There is also general attendance, and There also needs to be
anxiety from parents of schools are also some thought about
key workers about calling the families of | transport, how will
sending children to VC to ensure they children get to school?
school. Families also attend. Schools are Will social distancing
have anxieties about engaged and trying as | require a 1 metre
using public transport- as | hard as possible to distance between
most children need to ensure children attend | children, and how will
use public transport to school. buses/ trains
Lambeth London get to school, and this is accommodate to this?
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feeding in- there is a
whole governance
structure around
getting children back
into school and
ensuring their safety
and links into other
strategic groups
across Doncaster.

Walsall

West
Midlands

Many parents within the
LA remain cautious and
reluctant about sending
children back to school
because of their
perceptions about the
level of risk. This is
particularly applicable in
amongst BAME
communities and
communities which have
been more impacted by
CoVID.

Where parents are
unemployed or
furloughed this has
removed the driver for
children to be back in
school as parents are

able to provide childcare.

It is important to note
that attendance is
influenced by the
strategies which are
being implemented to
encourage attendance
of all eligible children
as well those specific
to vulnerable children.

The phased return
was introduced on a
staged basis by many
schools and only
peaked w/c 22 June.
It should be noted that
this has coincided
with a significant
increase in
attendance across the
board and specifically
for vulnerable
children. On 19 June
attendance rates
were: 212 vulnerable

Clarity around the
opening of schools in
September. Clear,
positive messaging from
all responsible bodies,
including the DfE, that all
schools will be open and
that all children must
attend would influence
parental thinking to be
more positive towards
their children returning.
Additionally, if
attendance was
compulsory and scope
for penalties non-attend
were reintroduced this
could influence
behaviours.

Social worker
contact with
children on a CPP
was 91%. Just
lower than the
national average of
96%. The LA’s view
is that actual
contact has not
decreased.

The LA has
recently introduced
a new contact
recording system
that includes both
statutory contact
and remote contact
used for the first
time and at the
same time as the
wave 4 reporting
was done to
automatically
populate the DfE

There is not a
need to
increase actual
contact, it is the
reporting
system that is
the issue and
the LA is
working with
social workers
to ensure full
compliance with
its new
reporting
system ready
for wave 5 —
this will ensure
that survey
returns are
accurate and
not understating
contact levels.
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children with a social
worker attended, 125
vulnerable children
with an EHCP and
274 otherwise
vuinerable children.
On 23 June the
numbers increased to
268,194 and 409
respectively.

The LA continues to
prioritise engagement
with parents and
vulnerable children
with the message that
schools are open, are
safe and that children
should be in school.

survey. The issue is
that social workers
are not yet fully
compliant with the
new system in
recording all
contacts (statutory
and remote).
Consequently, the
number of reported
contacts is lower
than the actuals.

Taking into
account the
LA’s previous
reported
contact levels
which were
relatively high
we have
confidence in
this rationale
and that 100%
of children on a
CPP will be
seen within a 4
week period. In
conclusion, the
LAs social
worker contact
with vulnerable
children should
not currently be
judged as low
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and has not
declined. All
Children on a
CPP have been
rag rated and
Walsall have a
robust risk
assessment
process in
place.

Birmingham

West
Midlands

The proportion of
BAME in the
population is higher
than a lot of other
metropolitan areas
(42%) with some
schools having a
BAME proportion of
more than 90%. The
difference between
some boroughs of
Birmingham indicate
a connection
between BAME and
Attendance, the
difference between 2
boroughs; in 1 the
BAME proportion is
90% and overall
attendance is just

Social Workers
have RAG rated
cases to identify
those cases
where they
believe attending
school is
contributing to
their safeguarding
of the child. The
ratio of RED
cases attending
has increased
since

lockdown. We are
assured that
contact is
happening with
these
families/children,

The main items that
the council and trust
has asked for is
further clarity in
guidance and
increased
information/guidance
for BAME children
and teachers. They
have also asked for
clarity over provision
over the summer
such as play
schemes and
similar.

In conversations
with the trust
they have made
it clear that they
don’t want to
manipulate
figures. Their
data system
only captures
statutory
contact, informal
contact is held
within case
notes. We have
discussed this
with the trust
and have
assurances that
the weekly
informal contact

The trust has
introduced
telephone &
video calls for
statutory visits,
and we are
assured regular
contact s taking
place as set out
in the answers
to previous
questions.

INQ000624570_0011




1%, in another
where BAME
representation is
30% overall
attendance is

35%. The “fear” of
BAME families has
been discussed
since scientific
evidence came out
about the impact on
BAME. The council
has produced
materials in different
languages and have
been working with
Public Health
Birmingham. This
issue impacts
attendance at school
and staff shielding.

as the trust have a
policy of weekly
contact with the
most vulnerable
children but this is
informal and in
addition to
statutory
requirement which
isn’'t captured by
data collection?2

policy is holding
as no issues
have been
raised during
their QA or Line
Management
processes. We
will continue to
give this
appropriate
scrutiny.

Southampton

South
East

There is general anxiety
from parents about
sending children to
school, this is a legacy
from early in the
lockdown period when
Key worker and VC

This term — trying
to improve
coordination
between social
care and
education.

Clarity on the
guidance for
September. Don't
want to give any
leeway to
families who are

LA thinks it may
be due to lag in
reporting. Some
social workers
can’t access
data entry at

LA is maintaining
consistency
with ordinary
statutory
measures on
frequency of

INQ000624570_0012




families were reluctant to
send children to schools.
Families also have
anxieties about using
public transport efc.

The LA have said that
they've found that 22
schools, including 3
special schools, have not
been submitting returns.
They think this has
skewed the figures on
vulnerable children
significantly. The LA is
writing out to all schools
to emphasise the
importance of completing
the returns.

Schools to
continue to
engage with
vulnerable
families
regularly,
some schools
inviting VC in
onh 1-to-1 basis
to get them
over the
threshold —
with mixed
success.
Social care
{eams are
visiting all
children in
home settings
where it is safe
to do so.
Social work
teams having
to push quite
hard —some
families are
strongly
avoiding
school. Social
workers

reluctant to bring
their children
back into school,
and uncertainty
over guidance
increases this
risk,

Learning from
across the region
on good
collaboration
between social
care and
education teams.
What can we
take from others?

home, and so
there is a delay.
LA thinks social
worker contact
is consistent
with ordinary
statutory
measures. Only
“meaningful”
contact is
recorded for the
return.

[ ]

contact. But
extra visits to

taking place

concerns are
flagged.

are
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engage with
schools to help
“sell” the offer
from the
school

LA is working
with secondary
schools to set
up some
provision in the
summer
holidays. Not
just vulnerable
children, but
they will be
prioritised. For
some schools,
it will be
intensive catch
up on maths
and English,
others will
focus on
social/ pastoral
aspect.

Also LA is
brokering
extra-
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