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This guidance was withdrawn on 31 July 2020
This guidance applied to the 2020 summer term. See the latest relevant
guidance on full opening for schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-
coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools), early years
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-
and-childcare-closures/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures)
and further education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-
further-education-provision/what-fe-colleges-and-providers-will-need-to-do-from-
the-start-of-the-2020-autumn-term). Guidance on keeping children safe in
education https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-
in-education--2) is also available.

Applies to England
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Background
This guidance is relevant to all schools, whether maintained, non-
maintained or independent (including academies, academy trusts, free
schools and alternative provision academies), maintained nursery schools
and pupil referral units.

Where the guidance refers to 'colleges' this includes all of the following:

e further education colleges
e sixth-form colleges
e institutions designated as being in the further education sector
e other further education providers, funded by the Education and Skills
Funding Agency, such as 16 to 19 academies and independent learning
providers, including special post-16 institutions

This is interim safeguarding guidance, it is under review and will continue to
be updated as required.

Help and support
Advice for the education sector
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-for-
schools-and-other-educational-settings) is being updated regularly.

DfE incident support

Email incident.support@education.gov.uk

Phased Return
From the week commencing 1 June, we expect to be able to welcome back
more children to early years, school and further education settings. See
guidance on actions for education and childcare settings to prepare for
wider opening from 1 June 2020
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-
settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-
childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1 -june-2020) for more details.
The department has also published guidance on implementing protective
measures in education and childcare settings
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-
protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings) to support this.

We have updated this safeguarding guidance to support schools and
colleges plan for this return.

Each school and college's circumstances will be slightly different. Any
school or college that cannot achieve the small groups necessary at any
point should discuss options with their local authority or trust. This might be
because there are not enough classrooms/spaces available in the setting or
because they do not have enough available teachers/staff to supervise the
groups.

Whilst the ages and number of children returning will vary from institution to
institution, the safeguarding principles to protect those children from harm
and abuse will remain broadly the same.

Role of the local authority
The department is working closely with all local authorities and safeguarding
partners to ensure that more children can attend childcare, school or college
from 1 June. The department will, via regional school commissioners,
continue to support local authorities' crucial responsibilities in maintaining
effective safeguarding and child protection services in this challenging time
to ensure schools and colleges can access the support they need.

Keeping children safe in schools and
colleges
Keeping Children Safe in Education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2)
(KCSIE) is statutory safeguarding guidance that schools and colleges
should continue to have regard to as required by legislation and/or their
funding agreements.

Whilst acknowledging the pressure that schools and colleges are under, it
remains essential that they continue to be safe places for children. As more
children are welcomed back to school and college, this guidance:

e supports governing bodies, proprietors, senior leadership teams and
designated safeguarding leads (DSLs) so they can continue to have
appropriate regard to KCSIE and keep their children safe
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e suggests where schools and colleges might consider safeguarding policy
and process differently when compared to business as usual

The way schools and colleges are operating in response to coronavirus
continues to be different to business as usual. However, as more children
return, Cca number of important safeguarding principles remain the same:

e the best interests of children must always continue to come first
e if anyone in a school or college has a safeguarding concern about any
child they should continue to act and act immediately

e a DSL or deputy should be available
e it is essential that unsuitable people are not allowed to enter the
children's workforce and/or gain access to children

e children should continue to be protected when they are online

Schools and colleges should, as far as is reasonably possible, take a whole
institution approach to safeguarding. This will allow them to satisfy
themselves that any new policies and processes in response to coronavirus
are not weakening their approach to safeguarding or undermining their child
protection policy. It will be especially important that wider opening risk
assessments (as set out in action or education and childcare settings to
prepare for wider opening from 1 June
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-
settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-
childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020)) and related
Health and Safety risk assessments are appropriately linked into a school or
colleges approach to safeguarding and child protection policy. For
information on health and safety and advice linked to coronavirus see
managing school premises during the coronavirus outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/managing-school-premises-during-the-
coronavirus-outbreak/managing-school-premises-which-are-partially-open-during-
the-coronavirus-outbreak) and coronavirus information and advice from Health
and Safety Executive https://www.hse.gov.uk/news/coronavirus.htm).

The department has also published information on prevent management
support for schools and colleges
https://educateagainsthate.com/blog/posts/school-closures-ongoing-prevent-
management-support/) who have pupils/students receiving Channel support.
Prevent is a vital part of our work to safeguard children from radicalising
influences, and it remains in operation in local authorities during this
challenging time.

Child protection policy
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Schools and colleges will have an effective child protection policy in place
reflecting business as usual. This should already have been updated to
reflect the response to coronavirus. The planned return of more children is
an appropriate time to consider a further review (led by a DSL or deputy,
wherever possible). In some cases, a coronavirus annex/addendum that
summaries any key coronavirus related changes might be more effective
than re-writing and re-issuing the whole policy. The revised child protection
policy should reflect the return of more children from 1 June and this might
include, but should not be limited to:

e reflecting that staff and volunteers may identify new safeguarding
concerns about individual children as they see them in person following
partial school closures

e what staff and volunteers should do if they have any concerns about a
child, including new concerns where children are returning

e the continued importance of all staff and volunteers acting and acting
immediately on any safeguarding concerns, including new concerns
where children are returning

e reflecting (where resources allow) that DSLs (and deputies) will have
more time to support staff and children regarding new concerns (and
referrals as appropriate) as more children return

e reflecting the importance of ensuring relevant safeguarding and welfare
information held on all children (including returning children) remains
accurate. Schools and colleges (led by the DSL or deputy) should be
doing all they reasonably can to ask parents and carers to advise them of
any changes regarding welfare, health and wellbeing that they should be
aware of before a child returns

e DSL (and deputy) arrangements
e peer on peer abuse - given the different circumstances schools and
colleges are operating in, a revised process may be required for
managing any report of such abuse and supporting victims (the principles
as set out in part 5 of KCSIE
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education-
-2) should continue to inform any revised approach)

e what staff and volunteers should do if they have concerns about a staff
member or volunteer who may pose a safeguarding risk to children (the
principles in part 4 of KCSIE
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education-
-2) will continue to support how a school or college responds to any such
concerns)

e the approach to protecting vulnerable children (see below for further
details on vulnerable children)

e what arrangements are in place to keep children not physically attending
the school or college safe, especially online and how concerns about
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