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statistics: Northern Ireland
2020-2024

November 2024

Number of children on the child protection register at 31 March 2024 by

category of abuse

Category of abuse 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Neglect, physical 34 39 26 16 17
and sexual abuse

Neglect and physical 474 480 452 430 540
abuse

Neglect and sexual 55 53 54 51 71
abuse

Physical and sexual 63 43 48 53 43
abuse

Neglect (only) 616 576 677 667 803
Physical abuse 706 633 592 595 536
(only)
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Sexual abuse (only) 114 117 130 112 121
Emotional abuse 236 210 367 247 203
(only)

Other 0 147 0 0 0
Total 2,298 2,298 2,346 2,171 2,334
Source:

Tables 2.4 and 2.5 in Information Analysis Directorate (2024) Children’s social care
statistics tables 2023 /24. Belfast: Department of Health Northern Ireland.

<https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/childrens-social-care-statistics-northern-ireland-202324 >

Please Note: due to reporting difficulties, not all HSC Trusts were able to
disaggregate into all categories of abuse for the years ending 2019 and 2021. As a

result, a large proportion is recorded under the "Other" category for these years.

Number of children on the child protection register at 31 March 2024 by age

and gender

Age (years) Boys Girls All children
Under 1 117 89 206
1-4 297 241 538
5-11 499 463 962
12 - 15 210 276 486
16 and over 63 79 142
Total 1,186 1,148 2,334
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Source:
Tables 2.1 and 2.3 in Information Analysis Directorate (2024) Children’s social care
statistics tables 2023/ 24. Belfast: Department of Health Northern Ireland.

<https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/publications/childrens-social-care-statistics-northern-ireland-202324 >

Please Note: the compilation methods of the statistics can change from year-to-year

and from region-to-region, so the figures are not always comparable.

4+ More ways to help you protect children

Take our online introductory child protection course

nspcc.org.uk/cpintro

9 Sign up to our weekly current awareness email newsletter

nspcc.org.uk/caspar

Visit NSPCC Learning for more information and resources about neglect

learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/northern-ireland
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