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Longford Park in Stretford, Trafford, is open

Children still cannot play in some outdoor play areas in England despite
lockdown restrictions easing, with one frustrated parent describing whether
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they are reopening as a "postcode lottery".

Playgrounds were closed in March to contain Covid-19 but the government
gave the green light to reopen them in England on Saturday.

However, gates remain locked in play areas around the country - including
Leicester, Bradford, Bedford, Blackpool, Newcastle and North Somerset - with
some areas divided over reopening.

The Local Government Association said some parks were able to open
immediately but others remained shut as they required further risk
assessments and adaption.

In Trafford, Greater Manchester, its play areas are in the process of reopening.
But in nearby Manchester, youngsters have been unable to play on swings and
slides this week.

On its website, Manchester City Council said 13 play areas would be reopening
from Saturday, with safety rules in place.

It said it had carried out inspections and introduced new child-friendly signs
and also planned to reopen more play areas before the end of the month.
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Jo Brady's daughter begged her to lift her over the gates so she could play on the slide and swings

Playgrounds in other areas, including Stoke-On-Trent and Rochdale, have
reopened but with social distancing guidelines, with the latter warning parents
their children use the facilities at "your own risk".

Jo Brady, from Thingwall on the Wirral, Merseyside, said parents should be
allowed to assess risk for themselves.
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