
Act 2020, they must have regard to the advice relating to coronavirus from the
Chief Medical Officer for Northern Ireland. In the event of any conflict between any
applicable legislation (including health and safety legislation) and this guidance,
the applicable legislation must prevail.

Summary of Key Scientific and Public Health Advice

6. To promote transparency with regard to the scientific, public health and wider
policy judgements that have informed the approach set out in this guidance, the
guidance links to published scientific and public health advice.

7. A paper prepared by the Children's Task and Finish Group (TFC) and the
Government Office for Science (GOS), published by SAGE on the 24 July 2020,
set out its assessment of some of the risks of re-opening schools in England in

September.

8. The key messages include: -

e There is relatively low immediate risk to children's health from SARS-CoV-2
(high degree of confidence), with evidence indicating that children/adolescents
have lower susceptibility to SARS-CoV-2 infection (low confidence) and
clinical disease (high confidence) than adults.

e There is some (but limited) evidence that children play a lesser role in
transmission than adults.

e Incountries where schools have been open for some time, data suggests, in

most cases, that school opening has made little difference to community
transmission.

9. The SAGE' paper highlighted the need to balance the public health risks relating
to the re-opening of schools with the risks associated with continuing to keep
schools closed (mental health and well-being risks and impact on attainment).

10. The fight against COVID-19 has had, and will continue for some time to have,
profound implications for society as a whole. Despite these challenges, the
Northern Ireland Executive has and will continue to prioritise education for our
children and young people. This guidance has been prepared to deliver on that
intent and provide an environment that is safe for our children, education workforce
and wider population recognising that to balance that greater restrictions have
been placed on other elements of society.

1 Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE)
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Pupils previously shielding or with a family member who was previously
shielding due to being identified as 'clinically extremely vulnerable'

1. People with certain medical conditions which make them extremely clinically
vulnerable to COVID-19 were originally advised to 'shield'. Advice with regard to
shielding has eased over time and as of 1 August 2020 'shielding' has been
paused. However, those who have previously been shielding remain more at risk
than the general population.

2. It is important that schools take all necessary steps to ensure that appropriate
social distancing, good handwashing and respiratory hygiene measures are in
place and observed by pupils and staff alike irrespective of their previous
shielding status.

3. If pupils who have been previously shielding or those with a family member who
was previously shielding have particular concerns, advice may be sought from
the pupil/their family member's GP or hospital consultant. This may be shared
with the school so that the school can determine whether it is appropriate to take
any additional actions over and above those already in place in order to reduce
the risk further or if the existing actions that are in place within the school setting
are sufficient.

Pupils who are 'clinically vulnerable' or living with someone who is 'clinically
vulnerable'

4. Pupils who are clinically vulnerable but were not previously shielding or who live
with someone who is clinically vulnerable but not previously shielding can attend
their education setting and should do so. Details of those conditions deemed
'clinically vulnerable' but not 'extremely clinically vulnerable' are available here.

5. It is important that schools should take all necessary steps to ensure that social
distancing, good handwashing and respiratory hygiene measures are in place and
observed by pupils and staff alike irrespective of their previous shielding status.

Those who would routinely be advised not to attend school even outside a
pandemic period

6. In light of the Minister's statement of 6 August 2020, clarifying "that having taken
account of the scientific and medical evidence, it is now appropriate for all pupils
to return to school during the week commencing 31 August", attendance is
considered mandatory.

7. There will, however, be a small number of children where medical guidance would
be to refrain from attending school. The vast majority of these children would
routinely be advised not to attend school even outside pandemic period due to the
risk of infections other than COVID-19.
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