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Boys also accounted for the majority of child patients admitted to hospital for assault (83%,
Table 37

(https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/childph

ysicalabuseappendixtables)). Boys were also more likely than girls to be subject to a child

protection plan (CPP) in Engla\nd1 or on the child protection register (CPR) in Wales for

physical abuse (4 in 10,000 boys and 3 in 10,000 girls%; Tables 28 and 33

(https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/childph

ysicalabuseappendixtables)).

Children aged under one year had the highest rate of child homicides in the year ending

March 2018 (26 per million population; Table 22)

(https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/childph

ysicalabuseappendixtables). This age group was also the most likely to be subject to a CPP in

England or on the CPR for physical abuse in Wales (9 in 10,000 children on a CPP3; 14 in
10,000 for children on the CPR; Tables 28 and 32

(https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/childph

ysicalabuseappendixtables)).

In contrast, half of victims of child physical abuse offences recorded by the police are
teenagers (50%; Table 20

(https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/childph

ysicalabuseappendixtables)). Males aged 15 to 17 years accounted for around 3 in 10 (28%)

deaths recorded because of assault (Table 25

(https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/childph

ysicalabuseappendixtables)).

The 15 to 17-year-old age group also accounted for the majority (66%) of Finished Admission
Episodes (FAEs) for assault on children in the year ending March 2019 (1,613; Table 37

(https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/datasets/childph

ysicalabuseappendixtables)). This suggests that violence against children of this age may be
more severe in nature and therefore more likely to come to the attention of the NHS

through a hospital admission.
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