Play

Whilst for some children, staying at home has meant more time for hobbies, playing,
exercising and relaxing (Article 31), other children have experienced less access to

play.

There are opportunities for children to use digital technology fo play, create,
and connect with friends and the clubs they were part of before the lockdown.
However, children without good access to digital technology or the Internet
are left out (Articles 13, 31).

Scottish Government invested an initial £25m to support digital inclusion amongst
school aged learners during the pandemic. Funding was distributed to councils who
identified learners in need of support, then secured and deployed devices to meet
local demand. At end-February 2021, over 67,000 devices and almost 14,000
connectivity packages had been distributed. In total, over 70,000 individuals will
benefit.

An additional £45m was made available to councils at the start of 2021 to further
support remote learning. This funding can be used flexibly to deliver additional
devices or connectivity where gaps still exist, to recruit additional staff or for wider
family support measures.

The Connecting Scotland programme was set up by the Scottish Government in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic to reduce digital exclusion by providing
devices, an internet connection, training and support for digitally excluded low
income people. Connecting Scotland is delivered through SCVO, with local
authorities and hundreds of third sector organisations in every area of Scotland.

So far, this has been targeted at those on low incomes who are clinically at
increased risk from COVID-19, families with children, young care leavers and
socially isolated older and disabled people, with a further phase still to be
announced. In total, we are investing over £45m through this programme to bring
around 55,000 people online by the end of 2021.

The focus of the second phase of the Connecting Scotland programme is low
income children and families and young care leavers. Connecting Scotland

This phase will provide support to a further 22,000-23,000 digitally excluded or
marginalized people to allow them to take advantage of the opportunities a digital
Scotland can offer. This Phase was announced in August 2020 and will be
completed by March 2021.
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Closed public buildings, play parks and activity clubs mean many children are
feeling lonely and isolated from their friends while they stay at home (Article
13).

In recognition of the importance of outdoor play to children’s health and wellbeing,
we re-opened outdoor playparks on 29 June 2020. Organised, outdoor contact sport
activities for children and young people resumed on 13 July 2020, and from 31
August 2020, indoor sports courts, including skating rinks and dance studios,
reopened all activity for children under 12 and for non-contact sport for young
people aged 12-17.

Our ParentClub website has advice and information on a range of Covid-related
topics, and its ‘Here For You’ campaign provides assurance to parents and carers
and raises awareness of the expert guidance and parent-to-parent tips available on a
wide range of issues including mental health and wellbeing, financial support,
relationships and supporting children with learning and play.

Some children have not been able to enjoy outdoor or green spaces because
they do not have a garden or park nearby, or an adult to go outdoors with them
(Articles 27, 31).

We have ensured children still have options to meet and play outdoors with their
friends under the current restrictions (including re-opening outdoor playparks from 29
June 2020) and have provided information via Parent Club on outdoor play during
winter, alongside the wider information and advice Parent Club provides Activities
and games | Parent Club.

We have invested £400,000 in the Outdoor Community Play Fund to provide
additional opportunities for organised outdoor play as well as outdoor clothing and
equipment to families in the most disadvantaged communities.

As we work towards preparing the 4 National Planning Framework (NPF4), we
have committed in the Position Statement published in November 2020, that we will
introduce a new policy to address play and playability, covering both informal and
formal play and considering spatial opportunities for play as part of wider place
planning. The Position Statement also indicated NPF4 will consider expanding
green infrastructure, biodiversity and natural spaces to make our places greener,
healthier and more resilient to climate change.

The new Planning Act (2019) has introduced a new duty on planning authorities to
assess the sufficiency of outdoor play opportunities in their areas to form part of the
Evidence Reports that support the Local Development Plans. We are working on
bringing forward the secondary legislations for Play Sufficiency Assessment
Regulations, currently expected by 2022.

The Planning Act (2019) also introduced a new duty on planning authorities to
prepare Open Space Strategies for their areas that include audit of existing open
spaces and assess current and future requirements. We are working on bringing

23

INQO00569854_0023



