
Percentage of persistent and severe absentees, academic year 2016/17 to
2023/24

2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24

Percentage Total 10.8% 11.2% 10.9% 12.1% 22.5% 21.2% 20.0%

persistent State- 8.3% 8.7% 8.2% 8.8% 17.7% 16.2% 14.6%absentees fundedor
more primary

missed) State- 13.5% 13.9% 13.7% 14.8% 27.7% 26.5% 25.6%
funded
secondary

Special 28.5% 29.6% 28.8% 48.9% 40.4% 38.3% 37.2%

Percentage Total 0.7% 0.8% 0.8% 1.1% 1.7% 2.0% 2.3%
of severe
absentees State- 0.3% 0.4% 0.4% 0.7% 0.6% 0.7% 0.9%
( 50% or fundedmore primarymissed)

State- 1.1% 1.2% 1.3% 1.5% 2.7% 3.4% 3.8%
funded
secondary

Special 4.0% 4.4% 4.6% 5.6% 5.8% 6.2% 6.7%

Data symbols ?

Footnotes
1. Total includes state-funded primary, secondary and special schools. Data for
special schools is available from 2016/17 to present.

2. Sessions recorded as not attending due to COVID circumstances are
included as possible sessions in 2020/21 and 2021/22 only, but not as an
absence within absence rates.

Source: School Census
Persistent absence was highest in summer term 2023/24

In line with the increasing termly trend in overall absence in 2023/24, the
persistent absence rate also increased term-on-term, from 19.4% in the autumn
term to 21.5% in the spring term, and 23.0% in the summer term.

This termly increase was seen across primary and secondary schools, with
persistent absence peaking in the summer term at 18.2% in primary schools
and 28.2% in secondary schools.

Severe absence was highest in summer term 2023/24
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