’{@i Department for Education

BRIEFING: GPSMIG 8TH APRIL 2020 - DIGITAL ACCESS: DEVICES AND
CONNECTIVITY FOR UNCONNECTED CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

SUMMARY
1. You are attending the General Public Sector Ministerial Implementation Group
(GPSMIG) on 8th April to discuss a DCMS-led paper setting out the cross-
government digital device and internet connectivity asks from DCMS, DfE and NHSx.

2. DfE have also provided an annex with further detail on DfE’s package of
interventions to support remote teaching and access to social care services.
Background o this annex is below.

3. We are seeking approval of our recommendations to:

a. provide devices and internet connectivity for vulnerable children, teachers and
priority pupils without access, specifically: Children in Need and care leavers;
pupils in their first year of GCSE or A Level'; those at a critical stage in their
educational development age?; and those facing transition?,

b. endorse that government should fund the procurement of new devices and
endorse in principle DfE engagement with HMT to sign off funding; and

c. continue to deliver the proposed programme of critical support as set out.

POINTS TO RAISE

4. We need to provide devices and internet access to children and families if we’re to
ensure that social care teams and schools can continue to provide safeguarding and
educational support during this crisis. There are two key priority groups:

e Vulnerable children (in families with a social worker or care leavers) — Social
distancing presents a risk to the safety and wellbeing of vulnerable children, as
Social Care Services have reduced face-to-face contact with families. This has
created a need for remote safeguarding measures, but these are reliant on digital
infrastructure which is not available in every household.

¢ Disadvantaged pupils (in households without access to devices and/or the
internet to facilitate remote education) — without intervention, ongoing school
closures will widen the attainment gap between disadvantaged pupils and their
peers. Given the timescales available, we want to prioritise pupils in their first year of
GCSE or A Level; those at a critical stage in their educational development age; and
those facing transition.

5. This will require 176,400 devices for vulnerable children; 95,100 keyboard devices
for teachers and secondary school students; 370,700 devices for other priority groups. Our
engagement with industry partners suggest that this is deliverable by summer half term,
depending on school engagement.

"Years 10 and 12.
2 Early Years to Year 2
3 Years 5and 6
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