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WIDER OPENING OF SCHOOLS, COLLEGES AND EARLY YEARS
SETTINGS FROM 1 JUNE 2020

Introduction:

1. As part of national social distancing measures to limit the spread of
coronavirus (COVID-19), we have had to limit the numbers of children and
young people attending educational and childcare settings, to minimise risk to
children and staff, and contribute to wider interventions to reduce transmission.
That is why, since 23 March, education and childcare settings have only been
open to priority groups (children of critical workers and vulnerable children’).

2. The vast majority of children have now been out of school (although
where possible accessing remote learning) for over two months. We want to
get all children and young people back into education as soon as the scientific
advice allows and when we have assured ourselves appropriate protective
measures are in place, because it is the best place for them to learn, and
because we know how important it is for their mental wellbeing to have social
interactions with their peers, carers and teachers. However, these and other
benefits have to be considered alongside the risks of reopening and their
mitigation in the context of wider Government action to relax lockdown
measures.

3. On 10 May the Prime Minister set out that the Government was asking
schools, childcare settings and colleges to prepare to welcome back more
pupils from 1 June, should the scientific advice indicate that it was appropriate

1 There is a distinction made between “vulnerable children” which has a wide definition as described
in this link; and those who are “clinically vulnerable” to coronavirus.
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to have more young people attending education settings. Specifically, we have
asked settings to plan to do the following from 1 June at the earliest:

¢ nurseries and other early years providers, including childminders, to
begin welcoming back all children;

e primary schools to welcome back children in Nursery, Reception, year 1
and year 6, alongside priority groups in all years;

e secondary schools, sixth form and further education colleges to offer
some face-to-face support to supplement the remote education of year
10 and year 12 students, and equivalent 16-19 FE students who are due
to take key exams and assessments next year, alongside the full time
provision they are offering to priority groups in all years;

e Alternative provision settings to mirror the approach being taken for
mainstream schools and also offer some face-to-face support for years
10 and 11 students (as they have no year 12). Special schools, special
post-16 institutions and hospital schools to work towards a phased return
of more children and young people without a focus on specific year
groups.

Further specific details on this proposal is attached at Annex A.
4. This submission sets out:

(a) our proposal to bring more children back into education settings in a
phased way this side of the summer holiday and our preferred option;

(b) the rationale for the phased wider opening of schools we have proposed,;

(c) the key factors we have considered in this proposal, including the risks
to pupils and staff; scientific advice on risk of transmission of Covid 19
to children, staff, families; wider health considerations (avoiding a
second peak of the virus); the mitigations to infection and transmission
that we expect settings to put in place and delivery confidence in those
mitigations;

(d) possible fall-back options in case the Secretary of State is not minded fo
proceed with the full proposal as recommended or in case these are
needed in future if conditions change ; and

(e) the legal risks associated with next steps.

5. Our proposals on wider schools opening are underpinned by scientific
advice from SAGE (the Scientific Advisory Group on Emergencies); one of its
sub-groups (the Children’s Task and Finish Working Group), and Public Health
England. This advice has informed the numbers of children we are proposing
to bring back in the first phase of wider opening; the ages of those children; and
the hierarchy of controls we will need settings to put in place in order to create
an inherently safer system, where the risk of illness is substantially reduced.
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