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COMMISSIONER children’s rights

Rt. Hon Boris Johnson MP
Prime Minister

30 June 2020
Dear Prime Minister,

| am writing to you about a miserable issue facing England’s children: the lack of anything decent to do over the
summer. With sports clubs, play schemes, holiday clubs and youth spaces all closed, children face a chronic lack
of safe and structured activities, while parents face a childcare crisis. This might seem like a minor issue, but it is
not. Keeping children active and stimulated is vital for their mental and physical health. The best activity involves
peers, in a structured but stimulating environment.

The children most at risk are those we discussed at your ‘Hidden Harms’ summit in May. These children, many of
whom have already been out of school for 3 months, will have nowhere safe to go, inside the home or out.
Some are at risk of abuse at home or exploitation outside. They can also easily become tangled up in the spikes
of social unrest associated with the easing of lockdown. At the summit that you hosted, there was an
overwhelming consensus from attendees — including the police, who | know are still extremely concerned about
this — on the need for summer programmes.

| am also concerned about those who will struggle most when education resumes in September. Structured
summer activities can help rebuild children’s social and cognitive skills, to prepare them for returning to school.
Instead, | understand the Department for Education will shortly be publishing guidance to schools on how to
deal with an expected rise in ‘persistently disruptive’ behaviour in the autumn. But we need not wait for these
problems to arise when we still have an opportunity to prevent them.

At PMQs last week you promised, “wraparound childcare is coming back for the summer”. Unfortunately, at the
moment it is not, due to bureaucracy and delays in giving clearance for summer schemes to proceed. All it needs
is a push from you to get them up and running. Even at this late stage, there is a huge appetite from councils,
school leaders, community groups and the voluntary sector to provide them. They are being hampered by lack
of clarity from government about:

e  Which activities can go ahead and under what conditions. Guidance has been promised, but not yet
delivered. This leaves summer schemes uncertain as to what is and is not allowed, and in an impossible
position in relation to insurance. Despite clear evidence that children are at lower risk than adults from
Covid-19 and that outdoor activities pose a lower risk of transmission, outdoor-based sports and play
clubs seem to be the last thing to receive Government sign-off.

e Funding. This is an area where a small amount of funding would make a very big difference. The
Government’s existing summer activity programme costs £9m and reaches 50,000 children in 11 areas.
But given the great value, and proven benefit, of this programme, and, what is the rationale for limiting
it to 11 areas in the current context? | want the Government to allocate some of the £1 billion a year
committed in the Conservative Manifesto to childcare to provide for summer activities for children.

| am copying this letter to the Secretaries of State for Education, the Home Office and DCMS, who are all keen to
see the provision of summer activities but are uncertain where responsibility lies. | hope you will take on that
responsibility and unlock the barriers.

Yours sincerely,

PD

Anne Longfield OBE
Children’s Commissioner for England
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