Effective co-ordination of UNCRC implementation

A re-organisation of government departments in Northern Ireland was conducted in 2016.
Previously, two junior Ministers within the (then) Office of the First Minister and Deputy
Minister held overall responsibility for children. However, despite the CRC’s recommendation
(CRC, 2016: para 11a), currently no Minister has overall responsibility for children. This has
weakened oversight and accountability for issues relating to children and the implementation
of children’s rights.

Allocation of resources
Child rights-based approach in budgeting processes

Regardless of the CRC’s (2016, para 13) recommendation, there remains an ongoing absence
of children’s budgetary analysis. To date, the Northern Ireland Executive has not produced a
children’s budget.

Impacts of austerity measures and measures taken in response to the COVID-19 pandemic

During Coronavirus lockdowns, food need became so widespread that official programming
was required. The Department for Communities set up emergency measures, including food
parcels, allocation of additional funds to support district councils ensure access to food for
those most in need, and free school meals payments. With no Minister in place and restricted
decision-making by civil servants, the situation beyond February 2023 is unclear. A statement
by the Secretary of State on 24 November 2022 implied that this programme of support would
be protected, but this was a general commitment rather than a specific, time-framed

undertaking.?

Job losses and income instability caused by the Coronavirus pandemic have placed
households in acute financial stress. The conditions created by COVID-19 have increased
stress on caregivers, exacerbated child vulnerability, and reduced safeguards. This has
increased the potential for new and recurring cases of all forms of abuse. While poverty as an
isolated factor does not cause child maltreatment, it can have a significant impact on
parenting capacity, exacerbating and contributing to parental mental ill-health or substance
misuse.?? [See ‘Standard of living’]

2 See: https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail /2022-11-24/hcws385

3 See: Bywaters et al (2016) The relationship between poverty, child abuse and neglect: an evidence review,
Joseph Rowntree Foundation

17

INQO00483309_0017



