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Things have since moved on and we now have more evidence and information
available to us to inform our decisions for the operation of schools in the next
academic year.

The Minister for Education announced on 9 July that all learners would return
to school in the autumn term. The Welsh Technical Advisory Group (TAG),
which provides scientific and technical advice to the Welsh Government
during emergencies, recommends that schools "plan to open in September with
100% of pupils physicallypresent on school sites, subject to a continuing,
steady decline in the presence of COVID-19 in the community.
(///D:/Users/DaviesN7/Objective/Objects/plan%20to%20o0pen%20in%20September%20with%2
0100%25%20of%20pupils%20physically%20present%200n%20school%20sites,%20subject%2
0to%20a%20continuing,%20steady%20decline%20in%20the%20presence%20of%20COVID-
19%20in%20the%20community)"

In addition, our NHS Test, Trace, Protect system is up and running, and we are
clear about the measures that need to be in place to create safer environments
within schools.

We also know that the risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill

from COVID-19 is very low. Current evidence
(https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Ftechnical-
advisory-group-advice-return-

school&data=02%7C01%7CKelly.Murphy%40gov.wales%7COffba14e2e7845bd0ba708d823f5e
4d5%7Ca2cc36c592804ae7888t/d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637298886292211416&sdata
=%2BCaHYar6zjBd%2FhFXJWYn9EDWIWOAFcn1Q2qsviIA8CVA%3D&reserved=0) points to
"Infection with SARS-CoV-2 appears to take a milder course in children than in
adults: most infected children present with mild symptoms or are asymptomatic, and
very few develop severe or life threatening disease. There remains some on-going
uncertainty in transmissibility of the disease by children, but real world observation of
schools opening in England and other countries has shown little transmission by
children".

These risks have to be carefully balanced with the negative health impacts of
being out of school. School is also an important point of contact for public health
and safeguarding services that are critical to the well-being of children and families.

Although it is not possible to ensure a totally risk-free environment, the Office
of National Statistics' analysis on COVID-19 related deaths linked to occupations
https://www.ons.aov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunitv/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/bu
lletins/coronaviruscovid 1 9relateddeathsbyoccupationenglandandwales/deathsregistereduptoan
dincluding20april2020) suggests that staff in educational settings tend not to be at any
greater risk from the disease than many other occupations. There is no evidence that
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children transmit the disease any more than adults. There is currently a very low
prevalence of positive tests among education workers at 3.8% cumulative, among
the lowest rates of critical workers.

Taking into account the improved situation we now find ourselves in, the balance
of risk is now overwhelmingly in favour of children returning to school. Being out
of school is detrimental for children's cognitive and academic development and
their health and well-being, particularly for disadvantaged children; and, can have
an impact both in the short and longer term. We know that lower academic
achievement also translates into long-term economic costs. We also know that
school closures have affected some families' ability to work. By getting our learners
back into school as quickly and as safely as possible will bring positive benefits on a
number of fronts not least their mental and emotional well-being.

This guidance document provides a framework for school leaders to put in
place proportionate protective measures for children and staff but also enables
learners to receive an education that offers a broad and balanced curriculum
allowing them to thrive and progress. It also recognises that a school's context will
determine how the combination of these measures are used to best effect to help
minimise the risk of
transmission in each individual setting.

School leaders will need to make judgments at a school level about how to
balance and minimise any risks from COVID-19 with providing a full educational
experience for children and young people. In doing so schools will be asked to
minimise the number of contacts that every learner has during the school day as part
of implementing the system of controls outlined in this guidance to reduce the risk
of transmission.

The autumn term will start on 1 September and schools that can accommodate
all learners from the start of the term should do so. There will be a period of flexibility
in recognition that schools may want to focus on priority year groups such as Years
7, 12, 13 and Special Units for secondary and early years and Year 6 in the
primary sector such as those new to secondary schools, those sitting exams next
summer or those in Reception classes. This will also allow time, up to a fortnight, for
any planning and reorganisation. It is expected that planning and preparation days
will take place at the start of term to enable schools and settings to work with their
staff on reviewing their risk assessments, processes and associated systems.

From the second week of term it is expected that schools and settings will need
to maximise the number of learners in attendance leading to a full return on the
14 September when school attendance will be compulsory for all learners.
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