OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE

NOTE OF CABINET CALL. 4 JANUARY 2021

THE PRIME MINISTER said that the Government were obliged to take further steps
to deal with the wretched virus. Over previous days he had made clear that the
country needed to brace itself for tougher measures. The data was ugly: 26,626 people
were in hospital with Covid-19 (coronavirus) in England that day, a 30 per cent
increase in one week. This was 40 per cent higher than the peak of 18,974 people in
hospital with coronavirus in April. The current number of positive cases were
alarming, with the case rate in England now at 518.5 per 100,000 people, more than
three times higher than the start of December.

Continuing, THE PRIME MINISTER said that all these increases were driven by the
new variant which could now be found in all parts of the country. The old variant was
being brought under control by the tier system in place. The new variant was 70 per
cent more contagious and was the reason for a new national lockdown. He would
make a televised statement later that day announcing the additional measures and
would redouble messaging for the public to stay at home. Attendance at schools
would be restricted to vulnerable children and the children of key workers until the
February half term. This decision would be kept under review. Other existing
regulations under tier four would be tightened as set out in the paper before Cabinet
such as closing zoos and take-away alcohol premises. Communal worship would
remain open. A big communications effort was needed. The Government would be
questioned on its decision to allow schools to have opened that week. Government
had been doing everything possible to keep schools open as a priority but there was
no question that schools were contributing to the spread of coronavirus. Measures to
stem the tide of the virus would not be successful without including schools in the
new restrictions.

Continuing, THE PRIME MINISTER said that detail about the vaccine programme
would be set out in the televised address that day. He hoped and believed that by the
middle of February, all of the top four cohorts identified by the Joint Committee on
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) would have received the coronavirus vaccine.
If achieved, this would take out a huge proportion of those most vulnerable to the
virus. Success would depend upon certain assumptions about the disease being true:
its character remaining unchanged, no new variants emerging and the efficacy of the
vaccine rollout. Colleagues would understand the significance of achieving this
vaccination target in being able to relax restrictions. Some sense of the timescale and
end point could therefore be given to the public. Colossal thanks should be given to
NHS England, the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care and the Parliamentary
Under Secretary of State (Minister for COVID Vaccine Deployment) for their part in
the progress of the vaccine rollout; the UK had already vaccinated more than the rest
of Europe combined.
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