OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE

1) guidance should be issued to Courts and landlords asking that no
eviction proceedings started as a result of coronavirus. Benefit
claimants should be able to stay in their own homes;

m) keeping schools across the UK open was an increasing challenge,
The Department for Education was working with the sector and
Unions to try to achieve consensus. Schools would increasingly ©
become a secure space for children rather than full educational’
establishments. Decisions about exams would be needed soon.
With every measure to help reduce the spread of the virus-more
widely, pressure was ratcheted up on schools. Teachers'should see
their roles in the coronavirus response as more like doctors and
nurses. It would be an enormous problem for schools in England,
Wales and Northern Ireland if Scotland closed its schools. The
Scottish First Minister had requested further information on the
justification for keeping schools open, and requested that this be
made public. She may decide to.close schools out of step with the
wider UK response. Easter holidays may have to start earlier;

n) as schools closed there wouldneed to be action on free school
meals. Funds and fagilitics would be needed to feed children likely
to be in need as their families did not have the resources.
Universities could be used for this or other contingencies;

o) collaboration with the Welsh Government had been hugely
appreciated by them. Colleagues should engage the Welsh
Government early in their policy development to ensure timely
implementation in Wales;

p) ‘the pressure on the Northern Ireland Executive resulting from the
. different approaches between the UK Government and Irish
‘Government was difficult;

. q) changes to the benefit system were being worked up. A big rise in
demand for job centre services was cxpected. Whilst Trades
Unions were increasingly unhappy about services provided face to
face, it would appear inconsistent to close job centres if schools
remained open. A switch to entirely telephone-based support
would take time. The biggest impact was expected in London.
However 90 per cent of the workforce were at work and all job
centres in London were open that day;

r) There had not yet been any diagnosis of coronavirus in the prison
population although one prison officer had been diagnosed. The
virus would probably be spread by people visiting prisons and
prisoners visiting Courts. Prisoners should remain well-informed
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