
Annex C DfE Evidence Narrative - Further reopening of schools May 2020

Executive summary
This paper summarises current evidence around COVID-19 and the phased
reopening of schools.

It presents our current evidence of the impacts across 5 pillars: Covid-19, Economy,
Education, Wellbeing and Delivery. For ease, a summary of the major considerations
are presented below

The Science and Covid

e lf other changes to social distancing impact the transmission rate (Rt) individually,
or increase the impact of school re-opening, there is a risk of Rt increasing above 1.

e There is consensus that high quality contact tracing is essential during this phase
in order to keep R below 1.

e Levels of adherence to social distancing are critically important, likely more so than
the exact policies implemented. Such factors cannot be forecast and have not been
included in SAGE models.

e For the vast majority of children and young people, coronavirus is a mild illness.
e 14% of the school and nursery workforce are over the age of 50 and 14% of

education and childcare key workers were considered to be "at moderate risk"

in relation to COVID-19.

Education

e As of 5th May, it was estimated that only 13% of Children in Need or those with
an Education Health Care Plan attended school, and only 5% of children of key
workers.

e CO polling suggests around half of parents and carers would not send their
children back to school tomorrow.

e Higher income parents are more likely to send children to school, potentially
widening the attainment gap.

e We expect attendance of approximately 50% (with a range of 40%-60%) which
would result in 1.1m pupils in schools. This includes key worker and vulnerable
children attending at the current rate of 6.3% in addition to those from years
Reception, Y1 and Y6.

e Transitions years are particularly important in education. The Reception year
is where some of the formative learning for children takes place, where they
move from early years to a formal school setting. Y6 is the year in which pupils
prepare for transition to secondary schools. During this transition there is
evidence that pupils, particularly those from disadvantaged background can
suffer a dip in attainment, so Y6 is an important point at which to consolidate
learning.

Economy
e Each week of full school closure has a long-term productivity cost of between

£3 billion to £9 billion. This is reflected in reduced earnings over a pupils'

lifetime.
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