Tony Bray

Area Director — West Midlands & SW England, Cities & Local Growth Unit

1&S

From: Garton, Will - HMT <Will.Garton@hmtreasury.gov.uk>
Sent: 09 March 2020 10:00

To: Merelie, Rachel (Business Investment) <Rachel.Merelie@beis.gov.uk>; Bray, Tony (Cities & Local Growth)
<Tony.Bray@beis.gov.uk>; Catherine Frances <Catherine.Frances@communities.gov.uk>; I_)__|_l_q_¢_l@_e_r_1____J__e__r]_r_1_yﬁ(communltles)
<Jenny.dibden@communities.gov.uk>; Alex Skinner <Alex.Skinner @communities.gov.uk>; Name Redacted :

< Name Redacted @ communities.gov.uk>; Lilford, Peter - HMT <Peter.Lilford@hmtreasury.gov.uk>; Whewell, Jane (Business
Investment) <Jane.Whewell@beis.gov.uk>; Pedrotti, Tony (Business Investment) <Tony.Pedrotti@beis.gov.uk>

Cc: Oliver, Sophia - HMT <Sophia.Oliver@hmtreasury.gov.uk>;: Name Redacted : HMT

Name Redacted @ hmtreasury.gov.uk>; Jones, Stephen (Cities & Local Growth) <Stephen.Jones@beis.gov.uk>;

Name Redacted @ communities.gov.uk>;} Name Redacted i@ communities.gov.uk>; Chris
Megalney <Chr|s Megalney@communltles gov. uk>‘ Name Redacted {@communities.gov.uk>;

..........................

Subject: RE: SME grants [official - market sen5|t|ve]
Many thanks to MHCLG and BEIS colleagues for your help with this as such short notice over the weekend.
I would be grateful if you could continue to keep this conversation to very tight circulation lists as it is Budget sensitive.

For all the reasons set out below, we are continuing to advise the Chancellor of the risks of any such
approach. However, despite this is still minded to announce a billion pound pot for LAs to distribute to micro
businesses. If this happens, we will clearly need to work up the detail after the Budget, but could | ask MHCLG
colleagues to work up the sentence or two that that could be included in Budget and / or speech text.

From: Merelie, Rachel (Business Investment) <Rachel.Merelie@beis.gov.uk>

Sent: 08 March 2020 18:41

To: Bray, Tony (Cities & Local Growth) <Tony.Bray@beis.gov.uk>; Catherine Frances
<Catherine.Frances@communities.gov.uk>; leden Jenny (communities) <Jenny.dibden@communities.gov.uk>; Alex
Skinner <Alex.Skinner@communities.gov.uk>;i Name Redacted ® communities.gov.uk>; Lilford, Peter - HMT
<Peter.Lilford@hmtreasury.gov.uk>; Garton, Will - HMT <Will.Garton@hmtreasury.gov.uk>; Whewell, Jane (Business
Investment) <Jane.Whewell@beis.gov.uk>; Pedrotti, Tony (Busmess Investment) <Tony.Pedrotti@beis.gov.uk>

Cc Oliver, Sophla HMT <Sophia. Ollver@hmtreasurv gov uk> “ { Name Redacted - HMT

i Name Redacted @communltles gov.uk>; i Name Redacted @communltles gOV. uk> Chris
Megainey <Chris. Megalnev@communltles gov.uk>;i Name Redacted @ communities.gov.uk>;

1 Name Redacted (Cltles & Local Growth) < Name Redacted @beis.gov.uk>

oo sm i o g s st

| agree that, as | said in my previous e-mail, this would only be suitable as a mechanism if there were a tight cluster of
cases affecting a particular locality. We were envisaging it being used in that way — but of course we simply don’t know
yet how the cases will fall. But otherwise | agree that the administration of it would be overly complex.

Rachel

From: Bray, Tony (Cities & Local Growth) <Tony.Bray@beis.gov.uk>
Sent: 08 March 2020 17:59
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You will need a BEIS view on LAs engagement with local business / suitability to do this - we’re only sighted from a
business rates point of view whereas this implies much more sustained engagement with business. This echos Alex’s
point bout not assuming LAs are best placed.

I’'m assuming this would be BEIS DEL - grateful
For confirmation

From: Garton, Will - HMT <Will.Garton@hmtreasury.gov.uk>
Sent Sunday, March 8, 2020 10:27:16 AM
To Name Redacted i <I~ Name Redacted | @communltles gov.uk>; Alex Skinner <Alex.Skinner@communities.gov.uk>; Catherine

Subject FW: SME grants [off|C|aI market senS|t|ve]

administered by LAs. It would be really helpful to have your views on whether or not this would be deliverable in
administrative terms, as it has the potential to become quite a thing!

Much appreciated.

W

From: Lilford, Peter - HMT <Peter.Lilford@hmtreasury.gov.uk>

Sent: 08 March 2020 09:53

To: NR {@communities.gov.uk> ' _

Cc: Garton, Will - HMT <WiII.Garton@hmtreasury.gov.uk>§ NR @hmtreasury.gov.uk>;
Oliver, Sophia - HMT <Sophia.OIiver@hmtreasurv.gov.uk>' '
Subject: RE: SME grants [official - market sensitive]

NR

Thanks for your very helpful comments yesterday. | have emailed BEIS but yet to hear back; we’ll push on that today. I'll
also put our draft advice to the legal team for views.

I'd be grateful if you would take a look at the attached draft advice I've put together and give your views and comments.
This is not final, and has not gone to Ministers yet, but captures where | think the collective thinking among HMT
officials is coalescing. It’s certainly subject to change as others comment. But your views on the proposal as outlined
here would be really useful.

Please protect, and let me know if there is anyone else you think it would be important to get views from.

Many thanks!

Peter

Peter Lilford| Senior Policy Advisor | Local Government & Reform | Public Services Group
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