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1 . The scientific evidence shows significant asymptomatic transmission of COVID-19
in care homes via both residents and staff, similar to the transmission seen in the
wider community. By the time a single symptomatic case is identified in a home,
the virus is likely already to be circulating among residents and staff.

2 . It is critical that care home providers continue to observe good infection prevention
and control including use of PPE, isolation practices, and decontamination and
cleaning practices.

3 . Good infection prevention and control (IPC) is essential to ensure that people who
use health and social care services receive safe and effective care. It is especially
important during a pandemic when the risks of introducing infection into a care
home are high and the consequences can be fatal.

4 . IPC is an important part of ©a care home's effective risk management strategy to
improve the quality of residents' care and the health and safety of staff. it has been
recognised however that many care homes have faced a challenge in accessing
relevant IPC advice and training.

5 . Care home providers have a legal responsibility to ensure high standards of
prevention and control of infection. The philosophy of this work will be to encourage
individual responsibility by every member of staff working within the care home, and
to ensure they receive appropriate training to enable them to provide safe and
effective care. This work will ensure staff are trained and confident in implementing
IPC standards in relation to their specific area of work.

6 . Environmental Health Officers have a key role in supporting care home manage
infection prevention and control measures and ensuring appropriate measures are
in place.

7 . The nature of Covid-19 has had specific impact on care homes for adult particular
those for the elderly. The training provided by this project will be specifically
aimed to reduce transmission of COVID-19 within these care home settings. It

will also launch and oversee an awareness raising campaign for the sector on the
use of good IPC practice. This project will support and complement the role
Environmental Health Officers provide. The roles will be hosted by HEIW.

8 . This is a six-month plan, it is anticipated that the key focus of the work will be
completed within this timescale. It will commence in January 2021 through to the
end of June 2021. There are also considerable number of additional measures
which this work will progress. These include:

e Enhancing staff skills and in doing so, keeping people living in care homes safe
e Providing a specialist resource to lead and disseminate information
e Developing awareness raising/training for frontline staff in care home settings

and other out of hospital closed environments of care to address concerns about
any further COVID-19 spikes
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