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STRATEGIC PRIORITY 1

To Enhance Public Preparedness

How this objective
has been progressed

Review of COVID Response

Review of Progress of Non COVID Response

Objective 1

To Support
Warning &
Informing
Activities

Acting as a conduit
between Central and
Local Government.

Regional Local Government Emergency Planning Officer Lead
Meetings: Resilience Team updated local government on
current and emerging Covid issues to coordinate the Local
Government response e.g., changes in guidance and
legislation, Mass Vaccination Programme, International
Travel, Ministerial Statements, Department of Health
statistics/dashboard; Asymptomatic Testing Programme etc.
Meetings were held on a very regular basis from May 2020.
Local Government updates were provided on a regular basis
to all Councils. Local Government Liaison Officer appointed to
ensure swift information flow from Central to Local
Government and vice versa, with situation reports initially
daily detailing burial numbers and staff absences. Pertinent
documents, e.g., Ministerial Statements, updated
consolidated regs etc. circulated with updates when available.
Regular updates to Northern Ireland Local Government
Association (NILGA) and Society of Local Authority Chief
Executives (SOLACE) on current and emerging Covid issues.
Local Government Queries Spreadsheet: Resilience Team
developed and managed a comprehensive spreadsheet to
ensure all queries were captured, escalated and answered by
the relevant government department.

Resilience Team facilitated professional group meetings e.g.,
Environmental Health Northern Ireland (EHNI), Chief Cultural
and Leisure Officers Association (CLOA), Geographical
Information System, Regional Licencing Forum, Legal, Local
Government Bereavement Group etc. on Covid issues.

Formally embedded into strategic Civil Contingencies structure, ensuring the
completion and submission of Situation Reports to the Northern Ireland Hub via
the Department for Communities, listing key issues or imminent risks that
required escalation e.g., European Union Exit supply chain issues, Ukrainian
assistance etc.

Regional Local Government Emergency Planning Officer Lead meetings continue
to discuss a wide range of Civil Contingencies risks e.g., Control Of Major
Accidents Hazards (COMAH), Reservoirs, Emergency Support Centres etc.
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