
Our continuous-at-sea nuclear deterrent has kept this nation 
safe for more than 54 years and now we're building a new 
generation of Dreadnought class boats to protect our nations 
for the future. 

This publication also tells the story of great partnerships. From 
North Africa to North America, from the Middle East to East 
Asia, Britain is projecting a global presence and remains the 
partner of choice for nations across the world. As we prepare to 
mark the 75th year of NATO's founding, our commitment to the 
Alliance is stronger than ever. 

Above all, this booklet uses numbers to tell the incredible story 
behind our whole force. Defence employs more than 400,000 
people, extending to every corner of the United Kingdom. 
We spent £52.8 billion on defence in 2022/23, rising to £54.2 
billion in 2023/24. For 2024/25, our core budget of £51.7 
billion combined with assumed additional funding from the 
Treasury Reserve including for support to Ukraine, means our 
total defence budget is expected to be £55.6 billion. This is an 
increase of around £1.4 billion (1.8% in real terms) compared to 
2023/24 and more in cash terms than ever before. 

And our brave personnel - our Regulars and Reserves - remain 
our greatest asset. Our sailors are deployed across the oceans 
protecting precious sea lanes. Our submariners are out of sight 
but never out of mind. Our Royal Marine Commandos are ever 
ready to act at a moment's notice. Our soldiers are protecting 
NATO's flanks from Russian advances, and our pilots are on 
guard to protect our air space and that of our allies. 

While our people will always be at the heart of what we do, 
this booklet is a powerful reminder that numbers can help 
tell the story. 
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