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By email - 22 .une 2020

Minister Robin Swann
Health Minister
Departmert of Health

Dear Minister

The future for Care Home and Homecare services

lam writing to express our members appreciation for the attention and support you have given to
the care home and homecare sector over the past few very challenging months. We particularly
welcome your statements in retation to working in collaboration with the independent sector and
look forward to developing positive engagement with a view to making urgent change in adult social
care in Ni.

The recent announcement regarding a new framework for nursing and medical input to care
homes, and the acknowledgement of the complexity of care provided in care homes, is very much
aligned with what the sector has been highlighting for many years to successive Health Ministers
and the Department of Health. Each year ihcp has given a report and submission to the formal
meeting of the Health and Social Care Board outlining the pressures in the sector and the critical
need for investment and reform. It is unfortunate that it has taken a pandemic and deaths in Care
Homes to give the sector the attention it urgently needs.

On 2 June 2020 we welcomed the announcement that £11.7m was being made available to the Care
Home sector for a number of pressures and it is regretful that almost 3 weeks later we are stiil
unefear from Health Trusts how this money is to be claimed or allocated. We are in on-going
discussion with DoH regarding the anomaly created between staff in care homes and homecare in
relation to SSP funding support. There is an urgent need to address current and on-going funding
issues for both care homes and homecare services and we would appreciate your continued
attention to this matter.

The sector is currently working well with PHA, DoH and HSCB in relation to Surge Pians and learning
from the Covid-19 experience in readiness for a second peak. Much of the work and experience that
the sector has developed is now reflected within those plans and we seek to continue to have full
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staff in care homes and hamecare servines where there is valuable laaraing.

Yours sincerahy

f

Ce Sean Holland
Mark lee
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