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As trailed in my Oral Statement on 20 September
(https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/final-global-travel-taskforce-checkpoint-
and-red-list-changes), as of the 4 October, we have:

e replaced the traffic light system with a single red list and simplified travel
measures for eligible arrivals from the rest of the world based on
passengers’ vaccination status

e removed the requirement for eligible fully vaccinated passengers to take
a pre-departure test, providing that they are arriving into England from a
non-red list country or territory and have not been to a red list country or
territory in the last 10 days — the Devolved Administrations have also
aligned on this policy

We have also made the following changes in respect of international travel:

Lateral flow devices for arrival tests

From 4am on 24 October, arrivals into England who are considered fully
vaccinated, along with most under 18s, who have not been in a red list
country in the last 10 days will be able to take a lateral flow test on or before
day 2 of their arrival, instead of a PCR test
(https://www.gov.uk/government/news/lateral-flow-tests-to-be-introduced-for-
vaccinated-international-arrivals). This change will cut the costs of tests in time
for travellers returning from half-term breaks and these tests can be booked
from 22 October.

Passengers will need to take a photo of their lateral flow test result and
send it back to their private testing provider for verification. Anyone who
tests positive will need to self-isolate and take a free NHS confirmatory PCR
test.

Red list review

The government has conducted the first review of the red list
(https://www.gov.uk/government/news/travel-update-47-countries-and-territories-
removed-from-red-list) under our new and simplified system of international
travel. As of 4am on Monday 11 October, 47 countries including South
Africa, Brazil, Mexico and Thailand were removed from the red list
(https://www.gov.uk/guidance/red-list-of-countries-and-territories).

Given the success of the vaccination programme in the UK and the latest
evidence of variants across the world, including the fact that the Delta
variant is now dominant in many countries as it is in the UK, we have been
able to significantly reduce the red list. However, we remain concerned
about the presence of Mu and Lambda variants in the small number of
countries we have kept on the red list. We will keep this list under review.
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