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From the Private Secretary for Foreign Affairs 15 June 2020

Dear Simon
Many thanks for your letter of 9" June.

The work of the ICJU has been critical in providing an improved basis of assessed
information for decision-making on everything related to Covid-19. It is valued by
everyone involved from the Prime Minister down. It is essential that that work continues
in the coming months, particularly as the UK continues on its path out of lockdown, and
seeks to learn lessons from policies adopted in the rest of the world. We expect our
demand for the products that ICJU is producing to continue at least to the end of this
financial year. We also endorse the long-term value of such an enduring capability on
subjects other than C-19, probably housed in the FCO, as you describe in your letter,
and would support such a proposal.

It 1s not for us to get into the specifics of resourcing, other than to say that we recognise
that current demands are unsustainable, that your bid for staffing looks sensible, and
that the proposed service level agreement is in line with what we require. We will back
any bid that enables you to continue this work in a sustainable fashion, and encourage
other departments to support this critical work if you need additional support in the
interim.

I am copying this note to PS/Cabinet Secretary, PS/Alex Chisholm, Simon Case,

NR __i(DNSA), Mike Parsons (CO COO), Helen MacNamara, (CO) Rob Harrison,

NR T UTTNRTY(FCO) and NR (J10)

Yours ever

PD

WILLIAM GELLING

Simon Gass, Chairman of the Joint Intelligence Committee
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