Research and Innovation Centre, the Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute and
local industry partner, Almac.

2.7 Through joint-working with a number of key stakeholders and delivery partners
across the health and social care sector, local universities and industry, testing
capacity in Pillar 1 has increased significantly since the pandemic started. The
Department of Health is extremely grateful to all partners for their significant
efforts and collaborative working.

2.8 Secondly, testing in Northern Ireland is delivered through the National Testing
Programme which has been established and is led by the Department of Health
and Social Care (DHSC) in London and operates through collaborative working
with the Department of Health and the Public Health Agency here. This is known
as Pillar 2 of our testing programme.

2.9 Testing capacity through the National Testing Programme (Pillar 2) is flexible
and, as was the case in the pre-Christmas period, can be increased rapidly to
meet periods of increased demand for testing across Northern Ireland.

2.10 Testing through Pillar 2 is delivered in a number of ways. There are currently five
fixed, drive-through testing centres operating in Northern Ireland. These are
located at the SSE Arena in Belfast, LYCRA Company Carpark in
Derry/Londonderry, Central Sports Arena in Craigavon, St Angelo Airfield in
Enniskillen, and most recently Antrim Business Park.

2.11 There are 9 mobile testing units currently deployed across Northern Ireland in
response to local need, with flexibility to deploy more vehicles as required. There
are seven permanent walk through testing centres located at Stranmillis, Magee
and Coleraine Ulster University campuses, Ballymena, Newry, Lisburn and

Omagh.
Drive-through Mobile testing Walk-through
testing centres units testing centres

2.12 Home Test Kits are also available for people who are unable to attend a test site;
with satellite testing kits currently used to support the programme of testing in
care homes.
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