
THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ("MOU") RECORDS THE AGENCY
ARRANGEMENTS AGREED UNDER S28 SECTION 28 OF THE NORTHERN
IRELAND ACT 1998 (AGENCY AGREEMENTS) RELATING TO TESTING AND
LABORATORIES IN RESPONSE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.

THIS MOU INCORPORATING AGENCY AGREEMENTS is made on 29 April 2021

BETWEEN:

THE NORTHERN IRELAND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

AND

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE ACTING
THROUGH DHSC ("DHSC")

A. The Ministers of the Devolved Administrations have been working
collaboratively with the DHSC to deliver testing across the United Kingdom
since the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic. This MOU is the formalisation
of the relationship and arrangements underpinning this work and makes clear
the expectations of both the DHSC and Northern Ireland Department of Health.

B. The Northern ireland Department of Health has the duty under section 2 of the
Health and Social Care (Reform) Act (Northern Ireland) 2009 ("the 2009 Act")

to promote in Northern Ireland an integrated system of health and social care
which includes a health care system designed to secure the prevention,
diagnosis and treatment of illness ("the Northern Ireland Health Service").
Under section 3 of the 2009 Act, the Northern Ireland Department of Health has
the power to provide or secure the provision of health care as it considers
appropriate for the purposes of discharging its duty under section 2 of that Act.
This would include the power to secure the provision of services, including the
provision of testing and laboratory services, to prevent the spread of infectious
diseases.

Cc. By virtue of section 28 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998, the DHSC may exercise
the Northern Ireland Department of Health's functions under section 3 of the
2009 Act in order to enter into contracts to secure the provision of equipment,
goods or services for the Northern Ireland Health Service, where the Northern
lreland Department of Health have made an arrangement for the DHSC to do
so.

D. The Northern Ireland Department of Health and the DHSC wish to ensure that
testing to determine whether someone is, or has been, infected with SARS-
CoV-2 (the virus that causes Coronavirus Disease 2019 ("COVID-19") is
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