
COVID-19 WINTER PLAN 5

1. INTRODUCTION

1. The UK Government's COVID-19 Winter Plan presents a programme for suppressing
the virus, protecting the NHS and the vulnerable, keeping education and the
economy going and providing a route back to normality.

2. The UK Government's overriding goal is to protect the lives and livelihoods of citizens
across Scotland, Wales, Northern lreland and England. It has worked closely with the
devolved administrations on this shared goal. The Government has procured
vaccines for the whole of the UK, its testing capability serves all four nations of the
UK and the Government has carried out more tests than any other country in Europe.
Significant quantities of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) have been procured,
manufactured and then distributed across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern
ireland. The Armed Forces have been invaluable in supporting communities and
health services. HM Treasury has established an unprecedented package of support
for businesses and individuals across the four nations of the UK. The coordinated
approach of the UK authorities has been praised by the IMF as "one of the best
examples of coordinated action globally - [that] has helped mitigate the damage,
holding down unemployment and insolvencies".

3. Vaccines are at the centre of the Government's plan. The global reach of the UK has
put it in a strong position in the procurement of vaccines - with over 350 million
doses secured by the UK Government for the benefit of all four nations.

4. Next month, the Government will be ready for Cca UK-wide vaccination programme to
begin, provided regulators approve the vaccines. Scientific advances in vaccination
and treatments should reduce the need for economic and social restrictions from
the spring.

5. Until that point, the Government must rely on other tools to suppress the virus. The
Government will build upon the pilots in Liverpool and Merthyr Tydfil with wider
community testing, allowing us to identify and isolate people who do not have
symptoms but are unintentionally spreading the virus. In addition, the Government
will roll-out rapid testing nationally to NHS front-line staff, social care and other high-
risk or critical settings. This strategy is backed by an additional £7 billion for NHS
Test and Trace to increase testing and continue to improve contact tracing, taking the
overall funding provided for Test and Trace this financial year to £22 billion.

6. This COVID-19 Winter Plan ensures the current national restrictions can be lifted on
2 December. This is only possible because everyone's efforts during the current
restrictions in England have slowed the spread of the virus and eased the pressure
on the NHS. On 2 December, across all of England, regardless of tier:
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Figure 3: Expansion of testing Status of rapid testing workstreams.

Rapid testing Strand Status
NHS patient-facing staff: increasing the testing offer to Already underway
test high-contact staff twice a week

Care homes staff and residents: Increasing the frequency To go live in December
of testing, to twice-weekly for staff and weekly for residents

Care home visits: testing will be available for up to two visitors Pilots underway, national rollout
per resident to be tested twice a week in all care homes. from early December

High risk extra care & support living staff and residents: To go live in December
twice weekly testing for staff and weekly for residents

Registered domiciliary care staff: testing available weekly To start rollout immediately

Other social care settings: testing other home care Phased introduction from ate
workers including personal assistants. December

Food manufacturing plants: beginning weekly testing for Pilots underway, national rollout
all staff in December

Closed settings including prisons and asylum Pilots underway, phased
centres: weekly testing for all staff and prisoners introduction to start in December

Vaccine/testing operational staff: weekly testing for key To go live in December
staff in operational delivery and the supply chains

43. The Government will continue piloting further rapid testing in schools, colleges and
universities, and will deploy rapid testing for specific one-off events. This includes
testing university students before they travel for Christmas, starting from 30
November, as well as supporting universities to establish sustained testing regimes.
Regional testing pilots in Liverpool (over 100,000 people tested at asymptomatic test
sites)'* and Merthyr Tydfil have trialled offering rapid tests to a wider population and
are making a contribution to a fall in positive cases alongside other measures.

44. These pilots have helped the Government to develop an offer for a rapid community
testing surge. The community testing programme will offer Local Authorities in
tier 3 areas the opportunity to participate in a six week testing surge. This will
enable Local Authorities to offer tests to the general population as well as targeting
high-risk workplaces and industries, hard-to-reach communities and schools in a
coordinated effort to drive prevalence down. It will be delivered in partnership with
Local Authorities to ensure it is tailored to local circumstances and need. The
Government is also working with the devolved administrations to coordinate on
testing plans and deliver additional testing capability in Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland.

14 BMJ, November 2020 https://www.bmj.com/content/371/omj.m4460
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