@ From the Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP
Secretary of State for Health and Social Care

Department
Of Health & 39 Victoria Street
Lond
Social Care SWiH 0EU
1&S
Humza Yousaf MSP
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care, Scottish Government
CabSecHSC@gov.scot

Robin Swann MLA
Minister of Health, Northern Ireland
Private.Office@health-ni.gov.uk

The Rt Hon Baroness Morgan of Ely AS/MS
Minister for Health and Social Services, Welsh Government
PSMHSS@qgov.wales

26 October 2021
Dear all,

Thank you for your letter. Firstly, | want to express my thanks for your ongoing
collaboration on the UKHSA'’s Testing programme.

Since the start of the pandemic, the four nations testing programme has processed
upwards of 316 million tests to date for the citizens of the UK, and have set up over 1060
test sites set up by the programme - breaking chains of transmission and supporting the
safe reopening of society. We’ve grown the UK-wide daily testing capacity to more than
670,000 PCR tests per day, supported by our Lighthouse laboratory network, one
operating in each Devolved Nation. The testing programme has processed upwards of 21
million tests to date for the citizens of the Devolved Nations, with over 107 test sites set up
by the programme in operation and 90 Mobile Testing Units available.

This has been achieved through outstanding collaboration between the four nations and
has been strengthened by our collective efforts, including through the procurement of tests
on a four nations basis.

We remain firmly committed to working with you to deliver on our Winter Plan, recognising
the critical role the testing network will play in managing the risks posed by COVID-19 and
other diseases over the coming months. The establishment of a new United Kingdom
Health Security Agency will continue to cement the benefits of a joint response to this and
other health threats across all four nations.

As we look ahead, it is vital that we build upon the great strides made in recent months.
The roll out of our successful vaccine programme, the development of new antivirals and
therapeutics, alongside our world-class surveillance programmes has led to significant
breakthroughs in how we manage the virus and respond to future threats. It is therefore
right that as our knowledge, capabilities and understanding of the disease has developed,
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so should our approach. This includes reviewing the role testing can play in the future in
managing COVID-19, informed by public health advice.

The UK Government’s response to COVID-19 remains a national effort and we are
committed to working closely with the Devolved Administrations (DAs) to coordinate and
align testing efforts at both a strategic and operational level.

Ensuring we are guided by the latest public health advice will remain central to our
approach, as we learn lessons from the pandemic and build on the tremendous progress
made across the UK in developing the best science, surveillance and sequencing to inform
our response. Our response should not be a cliff edge, but a seamless transition towards a
more proportionate and suitably scaled response to the pandemic.

My officials will continue to work with your departments over coming weeks to ensure that
we reflect the needs of the DAs in our future approach and they will be reaching out to you
imminently to hold detailed discussions with your officials on the future shape of our
COVID testing programme.

Yours ever,

PD

RT HON SAJID JAVID MP
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