Four nations update 1.07.22

General

Rise in cases and hospitalisations. The ONS survey - large, nationwide rise in prevalence. BA4 and

BAGS strains now becoming dominant. BAS has greater growth advantage

Antivirals

- England: Cohort all contacted on two occasions to encourage quick uptake. NHS responsible
for entire pathway but in the interim the home channel will support. Evaluating model at
present to see preferred model. Options for wider deployment: accessing tests before
symptoms (push model where patients are sent tests, or pull models where patients are
advised to order tests), accessing tests after symptoms start (pull model where patients
order tests/ collect from the pharmacy) or accessing tests after assessment (after the Covid
treatment unit assesses the patient for suitability for treatment).

- Panoramic trial read out expected in July.

Lateral flow tests

- DAs asked for long term plans for managing LFD stock levels for business as usual testing and
contingency. UKHSA wish to build a view of 4 nations requirements for procurement,
storage and testing.

- MHRA - developing a pandemic preparedness/lessons learned piece of work

- EUA extended for Innova self-test products (3s and 7s).

- Assessing impact of BA.4 and BA.5 on LFDs.

Other countries

Scotland

- Most testing stopped at the end of April. Working through transition planning around
decommissioning, workforce planning and the financial implications of the testing that is
being continued.

e Maintaining visitor and HSC staff asymptomatic testing

Wales

Wales extends COVID-19 testing throughout July | GOV.WALES

- Tests will be available to symptomatic public and people visiting someone eligible for new
COVID-19 treatments. From the press release testing continues in the following areas:

LFD and PCR testing for those eligible for COVID-19 treatments.

PCR testing for COVID-19 and other respiratory viruses for symptomatic care home residents and
prisoners.
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PCR and LFD testing under the patient testing framework and when clinically advised including pre-
operative hospital patients and care home residents returning from inpatient hospital stays.

LFD testing for symptomatic health and social care staff.

Twice weekly LFD tests for asymptomatic testing for health and social care staff.

Those visiting people in care homes should continue to test using tests provided by the care home
they are visiting.
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