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Availability of Covid-1 9 lateral flow 
testing is extended 
Date published: 01 July 2022 

Availability of Covid-1 9 lateral flow testing has been extended in 
Northern Ireland until 31 July 2022. 

Changes to testing were 
announced in April 2022 with a 
further review to take place by the 
end of June, in line with the Test, 
Trace, Protect transition plan. 

Under current arrangements, lateral 
flow tests are available to 
members of the public with COVID-19 symptoms, including importantly 
those who may be eligible for COVID-1 9 treatments. Tests are also 
available to a small number of groups without symptoms including health 
and social care staff, those visiting others in health and care settings, and 
those providing close personal care to someone at higher risk should they 
contract COVID-19 . This availability has been extended for a further 
month. 

The public health response to Covid continues to evolve, with the emphasis 
on striking the right balance in light of the current risk posed by the COVID-
19 virus and trajectory of the pandemic. 

In further developments, the self isolation period after a positive COVID-19 
test has been reduced to five days, and advice has been updated for those 
with general symptoms of a respiratory virus including COVID. 
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protect those who are most vulnerable." 

Further detail of the list of symptoms of respiratory viruses ncudng n 

ICOVD19 and what to do should you develop symptoms can be found on 

Nl Direct. 
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The updates on testing, self-isolation, symptoms and contact tracing are 

detailed in a Written Ministerial Statement to the Assembly issued today. 

Notes to editors: 

1. From the 1 July the following advice will remain in place: 

• LFD testing for those with symptoms including importantly those eligible 
for COVID-1 9 treatments 

• LFD testing for those without symptoms who work in or visit others in 
care homes and hospitals 

• LFD testing for those without symptoms providing close personal care to 

someone in their own home at higher risk should they contract COVID-1 9 

• LFD testing for those without symptoms who are asked to test by a 
healthcare professional 

• Health & Social Care Workers will continue to test in line with current 
guidance 

• Testing to support clinical care and treatment in line with current 
guidance 

2. For media enquiries please contact the DoH Press Office by 

email pressoffice@health-ni.gov.0 k(maiito:pressoice@health-ni.gov.uk) 

3. Follow us on Twitter @healthdpt (https://twitter.com/healthdpt) 

4. The Executive Information Service operates an out of hours 
service For Media Enquiries Only between 1800hrs and 0800hrs Monday 
to Friday and at weekends and public holidays. The duty press officer can 

be contacted on 028 9037 8110. 

Share this page (/#facebook) (/#twitter) (/#Iinkedin) 

Latest news 
- Life expectancy in Northern Ireland 2020-22(/news/life-expectancy-northern-ireland-2020-22) 

06 December 2023 

- Local pharmacies can help with Urinary Tract Infections (/news/local-pharmacies-can-heip-

urinary-tract-infections)
05 December 2023 
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- New era for pharmacist education (/news/new-era-pharmacist-education) 
04 December 2023 

- Publication of the quarterly Northern Ireland outpatient, inpatient and day 
case, and diagnostic waiting times statistics - position on 30 September 
2023 (/news/publication-quarterly-northern-ireIand-outpatient-inpatient-and-day-case-and-diagnostic-waiting) 

30 November 2023 

More news ... (/news) 
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