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Guidance

Priority of SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) testing

during periods of significant demand

Updated 12 March 2020

This guidance provides a priority order of testing for periods when demand for
diagnostic testing may exceed local laboratory capacities and triaging of requests is
required.

Group 1 (test first): patient requiring critical care for the management of pneumonia,
ARDS orinfluenza like illness (ILI)T, or an alternative indication of severe illness has
been provided, for example severe pneumonia or ARDS
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Group 2: all other patients requiring admission to hospital* for management of
pneumonia, ARDS or ILI

Group 3: clusters of disease in residential or care settings, for example long term care
facility, prisons, boarding schools

1 ILI: fever =37.8°C and at least one of the following respiratory symptoms, which must
be of acute onset: persistent cough (with or without sputum), hoarseness, nasal
discharge or congestion, shortness of breath, sore throat, wheezing, sneezing)

*admission to hospital: a hospital practitioner has decided that admission to hospital is
required with an expectation that the patient will need to stay at least one night

See current case definitions
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