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Only 25% of eligible care
home staff tested

For Immediate Release

Following the government's promise last week that testing would be available to
everyone who needs one in social care settings, initial data collected by the National
Care Forum the eaing ep esertat eLody fortherct fo b ottadutso acae
secto has ¢ ea ed that cf those who work r esdenta care settngs eny 25 of
eligible care home stat have beer tested to date - those who have been der titled as
needirg testing
The stuat ssgnfcantywo sefo ca ep ovde 554PPO tng peupe r thero vn
hume v he eon 68 of Fomeca e staff who have been dent f ed as need ng test ng
have actually had one

Vie Rayner, Executive Director of the National Care Forum, says:

"We wel.amedthe promise ofmaking tests available to care staft We are
unprecedented times and need a rapid response to making these tests available and
accessible The « urrent approa.h needs to be ramped up quichly in order to help care
providers support their statf to return to work quick! they are tound to not have
COVD 19

"What leat from the data that access tu testing centres 1s a key issue Our dat3 has
revealed that sucial care statt are travelliny on a eraye 62 miles on a round trip to test
centres, many of them lucated miles away from then home or place ut work, and which
can only be reached by a vehicle

'4 large proportion ot care statf rely on public transport to get about More needs to be
done and practical arrangementsmade to enable care workers to have access to testing
centres so that they can have the confidence and reassurance they need in supporting
the most \uinerable in our country

ENDS

Editor's Notes:
+ The National Care Forum (NCF} brings together 115 of the UKs leading social care
charities Collectively these charities deliver more than £19 billion of social care
support to more than 135 000 peopie in 5,500 settings The NCF membership body
collectively employs more than 25000, colleagues
This data reflects contributions trom 21 NCF member organisations, represenur g
4 867 stat employed in resider tial care settings and 326 stattteemployed in home
care settings
Of 14,867 staft emploved in residential care setunys arr ongst NCF members
su veyed (3 ofa esdent staff) had bee dent f ec as neec ng testing
A tua vs derta ca ewo he stested was (259 of those dert fed asneed -g
atest) 68.ae rtke sweest watrgfo atest (71 ctthose dentt edas
needing a test)
Six of tre 21 providers surveyed ran home care services Of 926 staff employed in
these rhon eca ese vces 28 were dent fed as staffrecd ng tests Of tlthose .19
(68 }tadbeen tested vtt 26%homeca estaffst watngtobete ted
The average one way commute recorded 'was 5 miles This reflects a range of
between 5 miles and 50 miles from the testing centre
More information available on the National Care Forum at
nationalcareforum org uk @NCFCareForum @vicrayner @NCFLiz

+ For enquires please contact Edna Petzen (petzen@nationalcareforum org uk}
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