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Examination of witnesses
Witnesses: Professor Dame Anna Dominiczak, Professor Molloy and Dr Howes.

Chair: I am very pleased to welcome Professor Dame Anna Dominiczak,
who is the Regius Professor of Medicine at the University of Glasgow and
the Chief Scientist for Health in the Scottish Government. The focus of
our discussions this morning, with Dame Anna and her colleagues, will be
the Lighthouse laboratories, and in particular the Rosalind Franklin
laboratory, which the Committee visited in Leamington Spa. Dame Anna
was seconded to the Department of Health and Social Care to take on
responsibility for all Lighthouse laboratories in March 2020, just as the
pandemic was in full spate. She successfully led the Lighthouse
laboratory in Glasgow and was director of the Rosalind Franklin
laboratory.

I am pleased also to welcome Professor Chris Molloy, who is chief
executive of the Medicines Discovery Catapult. During the pandemic he
was the director of the UK Lighthouse labs network and chaired the
industry-Government  consortium  that increased lateral flow
manufacturing capacity 20-fold within the UK.

I am grateful to Dr Robert Howes, who is joining us virtually from the
United States—Chicago, I think—where it is 4 am or thereabouts. It is 20
past 4 in the morning—particular thanks for either staying up late or
getting up early; I do not know which it is.

Dr Howes was director at the Rosalind Franklin laboratory and previously
led the Cambridge Lighthouse laboratory, which closed in April 2021, and
is now head of Discovery Sciences UK at Charles River Laboratories.

I thank all three of you for joining us to help with our inquiry. Perhaps I
could start with Dame Anna. What was the concept—the proposition—
behind the Lighthouse laboratory programme, in the pandemic?

Professor Dame Anna Dominiczak: Thank you very much. Could I
make one correction to the history? I came to lead the Lighthouse
laboratories in the DHSC on 1 August, having succeeded Chris, who did it
from March to August 2020.

Chair: I do apologise to you both.

Professor Dame Anna Dominiczak: But I was there at the beginning,
building and developing the Glasgow laboratory. For me, March 2020 was
an amazing time when colleagues from various walks of life came
together. We have just heard that each group has a different motivation.
That was not visible in March 2020, when the Lighthouse laboratories
came together. You will remember they were then called pillar 2
laboratories, and academia, the NHS and industry came together, as did
Government, across the board.

It was also important to me that the four UK nations worked together.
The first three laboratories were in Milton Keynes, Manchester and
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