FRANCE
o First case was reported on 24 January 2020 (Bordeaux, first case in Europe)
e Current numbers (at 21 March 2020): 155,383 cases and 20,265 deaths
¢ First lockdown: 16 March nationwide (initially for 15 days, subsequently until 11 May)
o First set of measures introduced:

o 23 Jan: all flights suspended to/from Wuhan, reduced flight frequency to
Beijing and Shanghai

o 31 Jan: repatriation of French returnees started from China and quarantined
o 29 Feb: Ban of indoor public gatherings of 5000 people
o 12 Mar: Ban all gatherings of 100+ people

o 13 Mar: closure of all non-essential public places and shops — restaurants,
cafes, cinemas, nightclubs

o 14 Mar; cultural institutions announced their closure including La Louvre

o 16 Mar: mandatory home confinement for 15 days (subsequently extended
until 11 May)

o Closure of all schools and universities

o 23 Mar: people required to complete and carry an attestation form (now an
e-certificate) to leave their homes can be fined for non-essential journeys.
Essential journeys defined as food shopping, travelling to work, accessing
healthcare and exercising within 1 km of home

o Ban on outdoor exercise during daytime

o Use of helicopter and drones surveillance to enforce compliance with
restrictions

o Travel ban on non-EU nationals entering country
o Restrictions heavily enforced by police and fines issued
e Government first introduced relaxation of measures:

o Not yet announced, conditions signalled include: increased testing, wearing
face masks, shielding of older people to continue, contact tracing and tracking
app to be deployed

o All citizens to be provided with a reusable washable face mask

¢ Commentary: no apparent exit strategy but President Macron has signalled intention to
‘de-confinement’ from mid-May. Has created a Science Council to provide scientific
advice to approach. Sensitive issue: shortage of face masks led to government
requisitioning on 3 March all masks to be produced and stored in country for distribution
to French health professionals and people who had contracted COVID-19. This
extended to banning exports and seizing medical supplies intended for other nations.
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o 1 Apr: mandatory self-quarantine measures for travellers from Europe or
the US (symptomatic and asymptomatic) in government provided facilities for
14-days and accommodation costs are charged to the individual.

o Police powers to investigate violators of self-isolation which could result in a
year in prison, a fine, or deportation.

Government first introduced relaxation of measures:

o Signalled loosening of restrictions on 13 April when single-digit numbers of
new cases detected on 18 April. Starts with pre-season baseball without
fans in stands on 20 April with regular season starting in May with
restrictions on players to undertake temperature screening taken twice
before a game, encouraged to wearing face masks in surrounding facilities,
no handshakes or touching, umpires required to wear face masks. If players
test positive, will not use this as ballpark for 2 days to allow cleaning and
infection to die, but will be indicative of decisions by league officials if season
continues.

Commentary: no apparent exit strategy, South Koreans experience of MERS informed
its rapid and extensive testing approach which seems to have been successful in
limiting spread of COVID-19. In addition, they see importance of global cooperation as
part of solution and signal ways to practice ‘everyday distancing’ into more sustainable
lifestyle.

SPAIN

First case was reported on 31 January 2020 (Canary Islands)
Current numbers (at 21 March 2020): 204,178 cases and 21,282 deaths

First lockdown: progressive and started in Haro on 7 March, 4 Catalan municipalities
quarantined on 12 March, followed by national state of alarm on 14 March (extended to
26 April)

First set of measures introduced:

o 6 Mar: diocese of Spain encouraged churches to remove holy water from
pillars, avoid hand shaking and not kiss holy images; Holy Week processions
suspended

o 9 Mar: closure of all schools and universities in Madrid, Vitoria and
Labastida, 1 Barcelona kindergarten

o 10 Mar: stopped all direct flights from Italy to Spain, closure of all cultural
venues in Madrid, delay of universities’ academic calendar included
suspension of classes for 14 days

o 11 Mar: closure of schools in Alava

o 12 Mar: suspended all traffic between Morocco and Spain, isolation of its
69 prisons, 14 out of 17 autonomous cities closed schools, students at all
levels ordered to stay at home for 14 days
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