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n 28 Beptember, the Heolth Protection (Corenovirus, Restrictionsy (Self-isolotion} (Englond} Regulations 2020 came into force.
These regutations mean that self-isolotion is o legel reguirement for individuals who hove been notified by one of the bodies specified
in the reguiations {in practice, mainly NHS Test and Troce) that they hovs tested positive for covid-18 or ore a close contact of
somesne who huas tested positive. Non-adherence to these regulations can result in o fised penalty notice FPN} ranging from £1,000
£ £10,000. Follure to pay the FPN con result in eriminot proceedings ond conviction,

Ensuring that infected individuols and their close contocts self-isclate is one of the most powerful tools for controlling transmission
of covid-18. incregsed complionce with self-isolation will reduce transmission of the virus, preventing fomily and friends from
contracting coronavirus, and protecting the MHS.

The Government expect individunls to comply when they are reguired to self-isclote. Where there ore reports of suspected branches,
the police approvch to engoge, seploin and encourage complionce is the right one. But, on oooasion, this approach needs to be
backed-up with enforcement against those who flout the rules ond put others ot risk,

We have besn working closely with collsngues on the National Police Chiefs’ Council to ensure thot the information we share with
them supports effective enforcement where thot is necessory,

i order o issue o fred-penclty notice, the police need to be sutisfied that they are engaging with the right pereon, that the person is
awore of thelr duty to self-isclote ond that the person hos indeed breached thot legal requirement.

NHS Test and Trace currently shares the following informotion with the police:
First and last name of individual

Home address ond telephons number

Period of seif-isolution

Dote notification to self-isclote wos received

Following consultation with the police it hos become clear thot further informuation is necessary to strengthen the sffectiveness of the
enforcement regime around self-isolotion,

Following o report of suspected non-complionce, and following checks by MHS Test and Troce to confirm the individua! is under the
legat duty to self-isolote, NMS Test and Trace will henceforth shore the following additionol information with police on o cose by cose
buasis, 08 necessary:

Datails of how the individuol wos notified by Test and Troce, including oddrass, telephone number and email oddress where relevont
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Date of birth

Whether the individuol is o positive cose or o close contact

A copy of the notification issued by Test and Truce, where possible

Whather the individuol is taking port in coronovirus related research {ond is therefors exempt from the legal duty to self-isolate}

These chonges will support the police in taking enforcement action whan thot s appropriote. In porticulor, it will enoble them o
shore o copy of the notification to seif-isolate if an individua! soys they did not receive k.

it will also enabla the police to gother relevont evidence should crimingl proceedings ensue in the event thot an FPN is issued and not
paid, In such coses, it is important for the police to know, and where appropriote evidence, the precise circumstances around each
individua! breach and how the duty to self-isclote arese. Information on whether individunls are under o duty to seif-isolate dus to
hoving tested positive or us o result of being o close contoct of someons who hos tested positive (Including in the copy of the
nutification) will only be shored and will only be used where necessary for “the purpose of carrying out o function under regulotion
10, 12 or 13 [functions regording enforcement, issuing FPNs and bringing procesdings] or otherwise or the pravention, investigoetion,
detection or prosecution of effences under these regulotions”. These changes will help improve the effectiveness of police action
against reported bregches of self-isolation.

As announced lost week by the Home Secratary, regulotions will olso increase fixed penolty notices for those caught ottending ilegat
gutherings in private dwellings ond student accommodation (such s house parties)—of maore than 15 people from £200 to 2800 In
Englond. Fied pencity notices for such offences will double for sach successive offence up to o modmurm of £6,400. This will provide
the police with the enhanced powers they nesd to tuckle sgregious breoches of the low. We have been committed from the beginning
of this pondemic to following the sclence, and the science is cleor thot largsr gotherings of peopls In indoor spoces present o
significont risk of tronsrrdssion and spread of the virus.

The necessary omendmsents (0 the Health Protection {Coronavirus, Restrictions) (Self-isolotion) (Englond) Regulotions 2020 ond the
introduction of an enhonced FPN for Indoor gotherings over 15 people witl be laid before parlioment, and will come Into force, vn 28
Jonuary 2021,

[HCWS745]

© UK Parliament 2024
Cookie setlings

Privocy notice
Accessibility statement

INQO00508586_0002



