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followed they would be making decisions about how many people to lay
off. Around 70 per cent of businesses were not helped by Budget measures;
HM Treasury and the Bank of England had done a great job to provide
more credit to the economy, but standing behind businesses with speed
was now of the essence. The scale of the UK’s response would be
compared to those of other countries; it should be substantial and give
businesses the feeling that the Government stood behind them. :'

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY AND FIRST
SECRETARY OF STATE said that following an agreement with the
Cuban Government to use an airport, repatriation was proceeding for more
than 600 UK nationals aboard the Braemar ship in the Caribbean. Other
UK nationals, for example in Vietnam, were being supported to self-isolate
in better conditions. There would be an increased demand for repatriation
of UK nationals as travel restrictions were imposed around the world. Later
that day he would announce that the UK’s travel advice was against all but
essential global travel, consistent with what had been announced on social
distancing. If UK nationals chose to travel then they should know how to
get back, or take the risk of being stranded overseas. There would be
enough flexibility to ensure that UK nationals could return to the UK on
commercial flights. The EU would announce travel restrictions, but not
apply them to UK nationals. Ireland’s travel restrictions would not apply
to Northern Ireland.

THE CHANCELLOR OF THE DUCHY OF LANCASTER said that later
that day he would: chair the first Covid-19 General Public Sector
Committee attended by key public services departments. Its remit was to
ensure that issues to do with public services were resolved. Issues to be
discussedincluded school closures, government procurement, civil service
resilience, public order issues, and critical national infrastructure
. resilience.

THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS said that Parliamentary
business would continue, but Parliament was closed to visitors including
school children. It was necessary to remain open to pass the emergency
legislation that week, but also subsequent emergency legislation as
required. Government should be held accountable during that period. The
House of Commons’ chamber tended to be full only for Prime Minister’s
Questions and other major Statements. He was exploring the possibility of
holding these in Westminster Hall to allow more space between people.
Members of Parliament may have to self-regulate; turning up to some but
not all business.
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