number of people in one day or working in settings such as a supported living
scheme or supported housing.

e 23,000 people in Wales receive ‘homecare’. Whilst this is dated data, the
number of vulnerable people receiving support in their homes via a
domiciliary care service is significantly higher than the numbers living in
residential care homes.

Evidence to date:

5. Data published by ONS based on analysis of deaths reported through CQC for
period 10 April to 8 May suggests that there have been an increased number of
deaths based on three year average of people in receipt of home care. 18.8% of
deaths of people in receipt of domiciliary care in England for the period involved
Covid. In Wales, there is not a similar requirement of domiciliary care providers to
notify CIW of deaths of service users and with no specific testing regime in place for
home care services in Wales we are not yet clear what the prevalence, infection or
death rates have been in this service area.

6. In terms of prevalence, in England, PHE have undertaken a study into domiciliary
care staff which has concluded that the prevalence of Covid-19 amongst workers is
in line with the rest of the population.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_dataffile/898054/COVID-19_PPS_of domicillary_care 060720.pdf

As a result they are not recommending regular testing of the workforce but a
continuation of current guidance on availability of key worker testing and guidance
on infection control measures.

Whilst this study addresses the issue of workers, it doesn’t take account of the
impact on the vulnerable service user group, in receipt of a service who have been
isolating, shielding or who generally may not be as socially interactive as other
members of the population. Further it does not consider the impact on this group of
an asymptomatic domiciliary care worker who may be coming into contact with a
number of different vulnerable people each day.

7. Research into six care homes in London found that half of staff who tested
positive for Covid were asymptomatic. Media coverage of spread of the virus by
people who are asymptomatic may further fuel anxiety of workers and families.
Proceedings of the National Academy of science of the USA stating that the majority
of incidences maybe attributed to transmission by people who are pre symptomatic
or asymptomatic has been reported across media.

Risks to domiciliary care service include:

e Packages of care being refused. At the start of the pandemic, members of
the Care at Home stakeholder sub group made us aware that packages of
care were being returned because of anxiety about care workers coming into
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