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best use of testing capacity. The evidence instead points to testing people
who are symptomatic, isolating them until the tests come back and if they are
positive, assuming everyone in the closed system is positive. If we test people
who aren't symptomatic too soon then there is a risk of a negative result and
creating a false sense of security.

24.Officials propose that the best approach to protecting from harm in care
homes does not reside in testing alone, but rather on a package of measures
to keep care home staff and residents safe and these include, but go beyond
testing as follows.

25.Making it easier to understand how to access testing. We know that there
is not enough testing in care homes, that the referral process has been too
slow and more support is needed. We have support materials being produced
to accompany new portal and to give clearer information about the testing
process;

26.Making it easier to get a test done. There are 3 areas here:

a. Mobile Testing Units. There will be mobile units assigned to teach of
the health boards - there are 8 units in total. In the North Wales area,
we understand that they are deploying these units to their care homes.
We suggested that we request the same in the other areas;

b. Home testing Kits. The functionality for home testing kits is due to
come on stream over the next couple of weeks and care homes should
be a priority in the development here;

c. Co-ordinating testing. Another short term solution would be to route
all referrals from care homes through CIW directly

27.Targeted Testing on outbreak hot spots (see doc 1). Targeting testing and
deploying the mobile units to test all residents both symptomatic and
asymptomatic in care homes as follows:

a. where an outbreak occurs and potentially neighbouring care homes and
repeat testing the following week.

b. Biggest residential homes and nursing homes in particular with over 50
beds, where there are the highest risk of outbreaks

c. Subject to your approval in principle, officials will work with PHW
on modelling and pinning down the operational requirements.

28.Testing all patients on discharge that are going back to the community to
their own homes and will be receiving a package of care thus providing
information for personal care and domiciliary care assistants;

29.Clearguidanceforcare homes - the public health measure are not always
easy to follow in care homes for example patients with dementia. The current
guidance is out of date and must be updated immediately;
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