
1.2 Profile of the Care Home Sector
The care home® sector in Wales is diverse with Providers that range from large
multinational groups to individually owned and run single homes. Not all care homes
are owned by private individuals/companies. Work undertaken earlier this year
provided a breakdown for adult care homes by ownership type and revealed:

> Approximately 84% were private/independent sector (these would include
single homes and larger group homes)

> Approximately 7% were third sector/charitable/not for profit sector, and
> Approximately 9% were local authority.

Work undertaken by Laing & Buisson in 2014 indicated that Wales has a higher
percentage of smaller individually owned homes than England.

As at early September 2020 there were a total of 1055 adult care home services in
Wales®. Of these:

> 261 were care homes with nursing (25%)
> 791 were care homes without nursing - residential (75%)

Although only 25% of care homes provide nursing, nursing beds account for 45% of
the total beds available, indicating care homes with nursing tend to be larger
establishments. Local variations apply.

In total an estimated 25,598 beds are available across the care home sector'®.
The actual number of beds available at any one time is influenced by a number of
factors including: embargoes; homes that have made a voluntary decision to reduce
capacity; or inability to use some capacity due to COVID-19 restrictions.

The Rapid Review for Care Homes Report also considered the range and scope of
the sector and noted that:

Care Inspectorate Wales, in 'A guide to registering under the Regulation and Inspection of Social
Care (Wales) Act 2016' defines care homes as: A care home service provides accommodation,
together with nursing or care, to an individual(s) because of their vuinerability or need."Care"means the day to day physical tasks and needs of a person being cared for and the mental
processes associated with those tasks or needs, for example eating, washing and administering
medication and remembering to eat, wash and take medication. "Nursing" is not defined in the Act,
but in this context means the provision of care, or the planning, supervision or delegation of the
provision of care by a registered nurse as part of a plan prepared for an individual receiving care, by
either a local authority, health board or service provider.
A service providing accommodation and support only, does not meet the definition of a care home
service.
9 This represents a small increase on the position in June 2020.
10 This represents a small reduction on the position in June 2020.
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