The first care home resident death involving COVID-19 was registered
on 17 March 2020, therefore the week ending 20 March 2020 will form
the beginning of the first wave in this article, ending on 11 September
2020. The second wave is from 12 September 2020 up to 11 June
2021. The third wave is from 12 June 2021 up to the most recent data
available at the time of analysis (week ending 21 January 2022). Waves

are defined using infections data from the Covid Infection Survey.
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10. Data sources and quality

More quality and methodology information on strengths, limitations,
appropriate uses, and how the data were created is available in the
Mortality statistics in England and Wales QMI. The counts of deaths

from specific conditions are updated with each weekly deaths
publication as the coding of the underlying cause is not always
complete at the time of production. The doctor certifying a death can
list all causes in the chain of events that led to the death and pre-

existing conditions that may have contributed to the death.

The information used to produce these statistics is based on details
collected when certified deaths are registered with the local
registration office. Our statistics are based on what the doctor writes
on the death certificate. Doctors use their professional knowledge and

judgement to decide what caused or contributed to the death. Their
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