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Dear Colleague,
Coronavirus (COVID-19) social care response

| am writing to provide an update on recent discussions around Coronavirus and the social
care sector.

As | write this, you will be aware that Scotland has seen 85 confirmed cases of Coronavirus
(COVID-19). We understand that these patients are currently well and are receiving
appropriate care.

We do not underestimate the challenges COVID-19 presents for us, but Scotland is well
equipped to deal with infections of this kind. The Scottish Government, local government and
NHS Scotland have a proven track record for responding to disease outbreaks and follow
tried and tested procedures. These follow the highest safety standards possible, for the
protection of our staff, people accessing health and social care support, and the wider public.

Health Protection Scotland (HPS) has developed specific guidance for social or community
care and residential settings on COVID-19 to support those working in the social care sector.
It is based on the National Infection Prevention & Control Manual and includes advice on
how to prevent spread of all respiratory infections including COVID-19 with setting-specific
information and advice.

In addition to the HPS guidance, the Chief Medical Officer (CMO) has developed targeted
clinical advice for nursing home and residential care residents and COVID-19. This is
attached here at Annex 1. It will also shortly be published on the Scottish Care, Care
Inspectorate, and SSSC websites, and linked to from the HPS guidance. It is recognised that
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Where a long term care facility is affected we should aim to deploy in-reach to bring care to
residents. That may mean members of the community such as district nursing AHPs, GPs or
where appropriate hospital at home. This will be considered in the context of business
continuity planning of NHS Board’s and Health and Social Care Partnerships where staff
may be deployed to support care homes.

Where a long term care facility has a resident who has tested positive for coronavirus, further
admissions should be halted.

In relation to dealing with a death it is crucial to abide by guidance on the preparation of the
body and transportation in line with existing guidelines.
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