Cc: Tracey Cooper (Public Health Wales - No. 2 Capital Quarter) <Tracey.Cooper3@wales.nhs.uk>; Eleri Davies (Public
Health Wales - Microbiology) <Eleri.Davies4@wales.nhs.uk>; Andrew Jones (Public Health Wales)
<andrew.jones10@wales.nhs.uk>; Gill Richardson (Public Health Wales - No. 2 Capital Quarter)

<Gill.Richardson2 @wales.nhs.uk>

Subject: PPE guidance

Dear Frank,

| attach ‘guidance’ on the PPE guidance the team here has drafted as requested by the NHS in Wales. Referring to a clear
written response from PHE, we confirm that there is ‘sustained community transmission’ in Wales (as elsewhere in the
UK). This automatically brings table 4 into play. However we have not gone further than saying that this “highlights the
requirement for risk assessment on an individual/organisational basis”. We are not prepared to be more definitive on
this point, nor to try and develop principles, or criteria or scenarios as this will only prompt questions on interpretation
and exceptionality, and also we do not want to be seen to be taking a position that could be perceived as at variance
with other parts of the UK. Hence our conclusion in bold:

Health Boards, Trusts and other health and social care providers in Wales should be applying the updated
IP&C guidance including implementation of the recommendations of table 4 in their response to COVID-19.

In other words table 4 does not trump the other tables nor does the fact that there is sustained community transmission
automatically default to table 4 (PHE confirmed that there was sustained transmission before the new guidance was
published) but rather the whole guidance applies including table 4.

We recognise that this is difficult for the health and social care system in Wales but | don’t think we can go any further
than this advice. | mentioned this on the HSSG call this morning and Alex Howells suggested that the CEOs discuss this
on a call they have scheduled for 6pm today. | have agreed to join this call.

Meanwhile it would be very helpful if you could say whether you support the advice we have drafted so | can let CEOs
know your position on the guidance. | should have said that Meirion Evans has been involved in the discussions with
Eleri, Andrew and Brendan Mason.

Many thanks,
Quentin.
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Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg. Byddwn yn ymateb yn Gymraeg heb oedi.
We welcome correspondence in Welsh. We will respond in Welsh without delay.
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