e The Department has continued to actively monitor and assess the
current and emerging science and evidence relating to COVID-19, to

further inform our approach to testing in care homes.

e As a COVID-19 test will only confirm whether someone has COVID-19
at the time the test takes place, the introduction of a regular programme
of testing in care homes is necessary, and will play a significant role in
helping to minimise the risk of COVID-19 in care homes and ensure

the continued safety of residents and staff.

e | am pleased to now be able to announce a planned programme of
regular COVID-19 testing for all residents and staff in ‘green homes’
which do not have a confirmed outbreak of COVID-19 will commence
on Monday 3 August 2020. This will involve testing all staff on a

fortnightly basis and all residents on a monthly basis.

e The position on frequency of testing for both staff and residents will
continue to be kept under close review and will need to remain flexible
depending on emerging evidence, and on the community transmission

rates of the virus in Northern Ireland in the coming months.
CONTACT TRACING

e The establishment of an effective contact tracing service has been a
key priority for me over recent months as part of the wider TEST
TRACE PROTECT strategy that you will all now be familiar with.

e We have an excellent cohort of professional contact tracers in place

with a wide range of experience including health professionals and
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