Testing in Care Homes
Welsh Government Office for Science

29 April 2020

General Situation in the UK

Prof Keith Neal, Emeritus Professor of the Epidemiology of Infectious Diseases,
University of Nottingham, said:

“The scale of deaths in care homes is not surprising given the ages and co-
morbidities of the residents. Given the numbers of people with COVID-19 in the
community, it was only a matter time before infections were introduced given what
we know about asymptomatic infections. The testing of staff and residents, even if
asymptomatic, would not have stopped the inevitable introduction and spread of
infection.

Prof David Leon, Professor of Epidemiology, London School of Hygiene & Tropical
Medicine, said:

“The data released today at the Downing Street Press Conference (April 29) on
numbers of deaths from COVID-19 confirms that there are appreciable numbers of
deaths from the virus occurring outside of hospital.

ONS data published 28 April for the period up to April 17, we can see that just under
three quarters of the out of hospital deaths in England were in care homes. This
suggests that around 3,400 COVID-19 deaths as presented in the new data may
have occurred in care homes.

Source: Science Media Centre, 29 April 2020

https://www.sciencemediacentre.org/expert-reaction-to-daily-death-reporting-now-
including-all-positive-covid-19-deaths-including-out-of-hospital-deaths/

Prof James Naismith, Director of the Rosalind Franklin Institute and University of
Oxford, said:

“The number of announced deaths in hospitals, as expected, rose from the low of
yesterday due to the delays in reporting. We have still passed the peak of these
deaths. The number of new infections is also not surprising; the virus spread is
decreasing from a very high level. The fall in numbers in hospital is a key sign that
social distancing has worked as expected. The scale of the deaths in care homes is
becoming clear from the ONS figure and confirms our fears of a much higher level of
suffering. Even before counting these deaths, the UK has been one of the hardest hit
in this first wave. Of more concern is a hint in the numbers from the Care Quality
Commission that the number of new deaths in care homes did not plateau on 8 April.
It may be that strict lockdown measures have less effect on viral spread amongst
those already in care homes where the virus has become established. If true,
increased and regular testing for residents and staff may need to prioritised.

Source: Science Media Centre, 28 April 2020.
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