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Press release

Regular retesting rolled out
for care home staff and
residents

Staff and residents in care homes for
over 65s and those with dementia will
receive regular coronavirus tests from
next week as part of a new social care
testing strategy.

From: Department of Health and Social Care
(/government/organisations/department-of-health-
and-social-care), The Rt Hon Matt Hancock MP
(/government/people/matthew-hancock), and Helen

Whately MP (/government/people/helen-whately)
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homes primarily looking after over 65s or those
with dementia before being rolled out to all adult
care homes

e The government’s Vivaldi 1 care home study
highlights the importance of regular staff testing
while there is a higher prevalence in care homes

Staff will be tested for coronavirus weekly, while
residents will receive a test every 28 days to
prevent the spread of coronavirus in social care.
This is in addition to intensive testing in any care
home facing an outbreak, or at increased risk of an
outbreak.

The new testing strategy comes following the latest
advice from SAGE and new evidence from the
Vivaldi 1 study indicating a higher prevalence in
care homes, and therefore a case for frequent
testing in care homes and their staff.

The Vivaldi 1 study, which surveyed almost 9,000
care home managers and analysed data from
whole care home testing, identified the higher levels
of the virus among care staff, particularly among
temporary staff who work in multiple care settings.
The study suggests that care home staff may be at
increased risk of contracting the virus, which they
may then pass on to others if they have no
symptoms.

Health and Social Care Secretary, Matt Hancock
said:

“ Our response to this global pandemic has
always been led by the latest scientific advice
from world-class experts, and we will now
offer repeat testing to staff and residents in
care homes, starting with homes for elderly
residents before expanding to the entire care
home sector.

This will not only keep residents and care
workers safe, but it will give certainty and
peace of mind to the families who may be
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