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Background

The Adult Social Care Infection Control Fund was first introduced in May 2020 and was
initially worth £600 million. The purpose of this fund is to support adult social care
providers, including those with whom the local authority does not have a contract, to
reduce the rate of COVID-19 transmission within and between care settings, in
particular by helping to reduce the need for staff movements between sites.
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Due toits success in limiting the transmission of COVID-19 within and between care
settings, the Adult Social Care Infection Control Fund has been extended until March
2021, with an extra £546 million of funding. This is a new grant, with revised conditions
from the original Infection Control Fund. It brings the total ringfenced funding for
infection prevention and control to £1.146 billion.

National restrictions begin in England from 5 November. Find out about the new
restrictions and what you can and cannot do.

When the funding will be issued

The funding will be paid in 2 tranches. The first will be paid to local authorities on 1
October 2020. The second tranche will be paid in December 2020.

We expect the grant will be fully spent on infection control measures (as outlined in the
grant determination letter) by 31 March 2021. We are clear that ‘spent’ means that
expenditure has been incurred on or before 31 March.

Local authorities should prioritise passing on the ‘per bed’/’per user’ allocation (as
outlined below) to care homes and CQC-regulated community care providers
(domiciliary care, extra care and supported living) in their geographical area. We expect
this to take no longer than 20 working days upon receipt of the funding in a local
authority, subject to providers meeting the conditions as stated in the local authority
circular (October 2020).

About the 80/20 split of the funding

All funding must be used for COVID-19 infection control measures. Local authorities
should pass 80% of each instalment to:
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