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This is an Official statistics publication

Public Health Scotland has authority to produce official statistics on any matter in
accordance with The Official Statistics (Scotland) Order 2008, The Official Statistics
(Scotland) Amendment Order 2019 and the Statistics and Registration Service Act
2007.

All official statistics should comply with the UK Statistics Authority’s Code of Practice
which promotes the production and dissemination of official statistics that inform
decision making. They can be formally assessed by the UK Statistics Authority’s

regulatory arm for Accredited official statistics status.

Our statistical practice is regulated by the Office for Statistics Regulation (OSR).
OSR sets the standards of trustworthiness, quality and value in the Code of Practice
for Statistics that all producers of official statistics should adhere to. You are welcome

to contact us directly with any comments about how we meet these standards.

Alternatively, you can contact OSR by emailing regulation@statistics.gov.uk or
through the OSR website.

Visit the UK Statistics Authority website for more information about the Code of

Practice and Official Statistics.

Visit our website for further information about our statistics and PHS as an

Official Statistics producer.
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Care Home Data Review/ Care Home Data Working

Group

Scottish Government, working in partnership with Public Health Scotland (PHS) and
the Care Inspectorate undertook a review of the care home data landscape. The
review considered improvements to the content, quality and frequency of current data
collections, along with alternative methods of data collection, with the aims of
ensuring a coherent suite of data collections, minimising the burden on data
providers and meeting the existing and emerging needs of data users. Rather than
make changes to data collections in isolation, the medium and long term future of the
Scottish Care Home Census, along with the other national care home data sources,
will be determined by the work currently underway to take forward the review’s

recommendations.

A summary report and full report of the care home data review have been
published. The reports provide information on the feedback received during the
review, present a number of recommendations for improvement, and set out the next
steps. In addition, to improve the transparency around the current data landscape,
the review produced a mapping of all the national data collections relating to

care home data. This brings together information on national data sources.

A care home data working group, consisting of representatives from across the care
home sector, has been established to prioritise and implement the recommendations
from the review. The group have agreed the initial priorities, mainly relating to
rationalising the data landscape, and work has started on these priority

recommendations.

Further information on the care home data review is available on the Scottish

Government website.
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Pausing the Care Home Census

The Care Home Data Working Group is an essential part of achieving the aims of a
wider social care data modernisation programme of work, which is overseen and has
been agreed by the multi-agency Social Care Data Intelligence Programme Board
(SCDIPB). The programme aims to better meet users’ needs through reform,
modernisation, and enhancement of the current social care and social work data
landscape by consolidating data collections, reviewing the social care datasets, and

freeing up resources to support this programme of work.

To enable progress within the programme, the decision has been made to pause the
Care Home Census for 2025/26. This will enable us to create capacity within PHS to
concentrate resources on defining a new care home minimum dataset in
collaboration with the Care Home Data Working Group. It will also reduce the data
submission burden on care homes. We recognise that this means users will have
less data about some aspects of the care home population in Scotland while this
transformation work is happening. However, we are confident that the planned
developments we are working on will benefit users in the longer-term by providing
data that better meets their needs, and rationalises asks to help data providers. This
is therefore the last planned publication of the Census in its current format. Over the
next year, we plan to engage with data users and providers around social care data
requirements more generally. This engagement, and the work of the Care Home
Data Working Group, will inform the contents and format of future publications as the

transformation work progresses.

PHS's Care Home Statistics for Scotland; Support and services funded by
Health and Social Care Partnerships in Scotland annual publication, which reports
on residents in care homes anywhere in the UK, who are funded in part, or in full, by
a Scottish Local Authority will continue to be published. The latest release was on 3
December 2024.

If you have any questions or concerns, or you want to contribute to this

transformation work, please contact us at phs.carehomecensus@phs.scot
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Introduction

This report by Public Health Scotland (PHS) presents a range of information on care
homes in Scotland and their residents. The underlying data have been provided by
care homes to the Care Home Census for Adults in Scotland, via the Care
Inspectorate’s online eForms system. All care homes for adults in Scotland are

invited to participate in the annual Care Home Census.

The Care Inspectorate is the independent regulator of social care and social work

services across Scotland.

Care homes for adults are designed to care for adults (aged 18 years and over) with
high levels of dependency and who need a complete package of 24-hour care. Care
homes provide accommodation, nursing, personal care or personal support to

vulnerable adults who are unable to live independently.
Care homes offer three broad service types:

¢ They provide a homely setting where people can receive the care and
support that they need, often to meet complex healthcare and functional

needs, and to maintain or enhance their wellbeing.

¢ They provide respite care for shorter time periods lasting days or weeks

only.

¢ They contribute to a step-down, step-up service that may, for example, aim
to improve or restore the functional independence of people who have been

discharged from hospital.

This report provides information on the number of care homes, registered places,

residents, admissions and discharges, among other statistics.

In this release, data are presented at Scotland level and at Local Authority level,
where the Local Authority is the area in which the care home is situated. Most data
are as at the Census day (31 March) for 2015 to 2025, except for data on
admissions, discharges, and deaths, which relate to the full Census year (1 April to
31 March) from 2014/15 to 2024/25.
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COVID-19 and the statistics in this report

Care home residents and staff were greatly affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,
especially during 2020 and 2021, and continue to be affected by the virus, to a lesser
extent, today. To avoid placing an additional administrative effort on care home
managers and staff during the pandemic, no request was made to care homes in
respect of a Care Home Census for 2019/20. Because of this, there is a gap in the

time series in the tables and charts.

Dashboard

This publication is accompanied by a dashboard, which provides more in-depth data
at Scotland and Local Authority level, as well as an interactive map of all care homes
for adults in Scotland. The dashboard also includes a Data Quality section which has,

since 2023, replaced a separate Data Quality and Completeness report.

Open data

This publication is also accompanied by an Open Data release.
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