
possible cases, and the investigation and follow up of close contacts to minimise 
potential onward transmission. 

Effective infection prevention and control measures, including transmission-based 
precautions (airborne, droplet and contact precautions) with the recommended 
personal protective equipment (PPE) are essentialto minimise these risks. Appropriate 
cleaning and decontamination of the environment is also essential in preventing the 
spread of this virus. 

3. Preparedness measures 
In preparation, healthcare professionals or facilities that may be involved in the 
investigation or management and care of possible cases should: 

• review their local policies and ensure that operational procedures are described, and 
staff are familiar with them; for example, where PPE is stored and how it should be 
used 

• review procedures for rapidly decontaminating parts of the healthcare environment 
where a possible case has been located 

• ensure there is a process that would ensure possible cases are identified at 
presentation leading to the triggering of relevant case management and infection 
control policies. 

• ensure that staff are aware of where a possible case will be isolated and the need for a 
negative pressure room, if it is available. 

• ensure that staff who are assessing or caring for suspected WN-CoV cases are familiar 
with an FFP3 respirator conforming to EN149, and that fit testing has been 
undertaken before using this equipment. If an individual cannot use an FFP3 
respirator due to inadequate fit, then an alternative with equivalent protection (eg 
powered hood respirator) must be identified prospectively 

• ensure that staff caring for patients with suspected WN-CoV are trained in the safe 
donning and removal of PPE 
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• ensure staff know who to contact within their organisation to discuss possible cases 

• ensure there is a clear internal procedure for co-ordinating infection control, liaising 
with the local health protection team and arranging testing with PHE for possible 
cases to exclude WN-CoV 

Ensure that adequate supplies/equipment are available (with appropriate training 
provided), including: 

• FFP3 respirators 

• gloves with long tight-fitting cuffs 

• gowns - disposable fluid-resistant full-sleeve gowns and single-use 

• eye protection, for example single use goggles or face visor 

• clinical waste bags 

• hand hygiene supplies 

• general-purpose detergent and chlorine based disinfectant solutions. 

4. Key principles 
WN-CoV specific infection control measures for inpatients should include the following: 

4.1 Standard infection control precautions (in addition to 
enhanced precautions) 

• standard precautions to include careful attention to hand hygiene 

• standard precautions when handling any clinical waste, which must be placed in leak-
proof clinical waste bags or bins and disposed of safely 

• used laundry should be classified as infectious 

INO000325222_0004 


