Official - Sensitive MA/VG/1643/20

of April so as to match the period over which support for
social care have been provided.

Timing Urgent — The period for the current funding via the Local
Government Hardship Fund ended on 31 May, with Ministers
considering the extension of this until the end of June. Even
so, there is a need to confirm to both providers and local
authorities the future arrangements beyond this so as to
provide them with assurance on how future costs will be
handled.

Recommendation | Ministers are asked to:

i. note how the £40 million provided for adult social care
providers’ Covid-19 related costs has been claimed to
date through the Local Government Hardship Fund
and to agree to roll forward the unclaimed element of
this to meet claims for June;

ii. note the current intelligence on the pandemic and its
impact on the sector;

iii. agree that a further tranche of funding totalling £44.4
million for adult care providers be made available over
a notional timescale to 30 September 2020 (this figure
includes provision for points iv, v and vi );

iv. agree that the scope of the funding should include
additional Covid-19 related costs of care (including
nursing care) commissioned through the NHS and joint
packages of care commissioned by local authorities
and local health boards;

v. agree that funding for the additional costs relating to
NHS commissioned care and joint packages of care
should be retrospective to align with the adult social
care element of the Local Government Hardship Fund.
This is included in the overall quantum in point iii
above;

vi. agree that there should be ongoing support for local
authority funded care with a mechanism for providing
this to be further developed in order to balance
administrative efficiency for local government,
providers and Welsh Government as well as securing
assurance on value for money. The key component of
the funding approach should be:

- option A: funding should continue to be based on the
costs directly incurred by providers and administered
through the Local Government Hardship Fund; or

- option B: a temporary standard national fee uplift,
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and also provision to address voids;

vii.  if recommendation vi option B is agreed, then agree
the distribution mechanism for a temporary standard
national fee uplift for Welsh adult recipients of care and
support as either:

- option A: a grant allocation to the 22 local authorities
and direct funding to the 7 health board commissioning
bodies: or

- option B: direct funding to the 7 health boards and
that the Local Government Hardship Fund remains in
place as the mechanism for local authorities to claim
the temporary standard national fee uplift; or

- option C: allocating a quantum to Regional
Partnership Boards to allocate the temporary standard
national fee uplift to local authorities and health
boards.

viii.  agree that £7.550 million should also be allocated to
address voids (this is also included in the overall
quantum in point iii above) with the distribution
mechanism for this funding to address voids within
Wales as:

- option A: local authorities are enabled to respond to
voids in their area working with health boards, drawing
down funding through the Local Government Hardship
Fund;

- option B: allocating a quantum to Regional
Partnership Boards so that commissioners and
providers can work strategically at a regional level to
manage market risk.

Decision report

This decision does require a Decision Report.
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