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WITNESS STATEMENT OF ANNA-LOUISE MARSH-REES

I, Anna-Louise Marsh-Rees, make this statement in order to clarify some matters arising from

Sam Smith-Higgins’ oral evidence to the Inquiry on 3 March 2026.

Ms Smith-Higgins stated that Covid-19 Bereaved Families for Justice Cymru was founded
by five people. The group began as a Wales branch of the UK Covid-19 Bereaved Families
for Justice which was established by me and Claire Fender. After considerable work to set
up the branch, the Cymru group formally split off in October 2021. Operationally, | led the
Cymru group and in 2023, for Inquiry purposes, Ms Smith-Higgins and Elizabeth Grant

were named co-leads. As such, there is no record of five founding members.

In relation to the photographs taken of people in hospital, Ms Smith-Higgins stated that a
photographer had at least 17,000 images on a hard drive of dead, dying, people. As set out
in paragraph 31 of my previous witness statement written jointly with Ms Smith-Higgins on
behalf of the Covid-19 Bereaved Families for Justice Cymru [INQ000659784], there are at
least 7,300 photographs that we are aware of. | am not aware of any evidence that supports

a figure of 17,000 photographs nor do | know how/where they are stored.

Statement of Truth
| believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. | understand that proceedings
may be brought against anyone who makes or causes to be made, a false statement in a

document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief of its truth.
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